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TO HIS COUNTRY,
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“THOUGHTS ON FINANCE AND COLONIES.”



TO THE COURTEQUS READER.

TuE substance of the following Chapters was written
antecedently to Tecent political events. These, how-
ever, have heen trested with the censideration and
respect which their great importance appeared to
require,

PUBLIUS,



PART I—FINANCE.

Cuaprren 1.

THE SYNOPSIS,

1% examining a piete of complex and delicate mechanism,—
mippose it to be the highest trivmph of modern genius, tha
chronometer with the Arncld escapement,—the first thing that
impresses the eye is the exquisite finish and beauty of the
workmanship, and the wonderful regularity and smoothness of
the movement ; while the conviction Is undoubted, that there is,
and must be, pot merely a relation, but a finess of the parts,
which are thereby bound together as a whols, in & character of
unity, barmony, consistency, and strangth. Few, howerver, are
aware, and perhaps no one bui the inventor perfectly under~
stands, bow peculiarly sensitive and nice has been the adjustment
requisite to give it its true velue 23 a measurer of time. IF
from this beautiful model of perfection in the field of dead
matter, wa turn our contemplation to the Government of &
country, which may be truly described as the living instrument
of God's providence over the ways of His people, and study it
with a care proportionate to its vast importance, we find a
variety in the parts, so endless that we can hardly discern theje
number, combined with a couratenation so complex and subtle,
that the mest skilful analysia can hardly bring their mutual
and dependent relationa to tha Hght of the eye, and the com-
prebension of the mind, And thua far the beautiful invention,
which we introduced in the beginning to the attention of the
reader, resembles, though faintly and at a distance, the Govern-
ment of a country, But there the resemblasce ends. In the
B



2 THE SYNODSIS,

latter there iz a something still, infinttely beyond and higher. In
the case now before us, both that which governs and that which
is governad, is endowed with the myatery of life—life, not
merely as regards the present world, but as regards the world
to come—life, not in one part, but in all, not in uneomested
parts, but in parts most intimately connected and united, and
ultimately perceived to be vitally bound together as a whole—
as a body; as a living national body, in & state of oneness : and
so bound up inte a form and being of unity, that in the
sublime language of the Apostie, from whom, writing of the
unity of the living Churgh of Christ, the illustration is derived,
* if one part suffer, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part be
- honoured, all the parts rejoice with it.” This presumes thé
national body, like the Church, to be throughout in 2 condition
of unity and fellow feeling. We meun not to pursue this
illustration further : we have employed it as ensbling us to
express the more emphatically cur uiter dissent from, and
disapprobation of, tha narrow, circumscrived, and party view,
propmulgated in a recent manifesto from Edinburgh—which ia
Jjustly regarded as the new nucleus ofa party warfare—that the
question of the Corn Laws, whose abolition is now called for,
is one exclusively between the aristocracy on the one side, and
the people on tha other, Notwithstending a few honeyed
sentences which followed that declaration, in respect to the
hereditary glories and achievements of the Peers of the realm,
the effect of the manifesto has been, to direct the eyes of
the nation to & few hundreds of high and mighty lords,
a8 dissociated from the body of the people, and standing
between them and the bread that keeps them alive. That
the aristocracy are involved in the question is undoubted :
but they are involved not apart and alene, but as component
ports of the whole : their interests are so intimately and essen-
tially bound up with those of the nation at large, that what is
good or evil for the nation as a whole, must be good or evil for the
aristocracy also; a part, a most impaortant and vital part of the
body of the nation. Neither they, however, nor the agricultural
interest gemerally, of which they are the more prominent parts;




