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PROEM.

Tar desire expressed by many interested in onr local Listory to
possess a copy of the paper on “T'us OTD STRERTS 0F NEW YORK,
vxpex e Duten,” recently vead before the New York His
torical Society by Mr. Gurann, has induced its publication by the
subscriber.

it relates to the mosl Wteresting and dramatic peiiod of the
Thgtory of our ancient city, over which Time is rapidly weaving
bis mystic weh.

Tle style, at times quaint and familiar, and at others elognent,
with which the nuthor has presented the subjeet, and the extent
of hiz researches into the mdeie of the life of one Dutch pre-
decessors, will commend the poblieation, not only to the an-
tguarian, but to all eitizens who tale pride and ploasure in our
loeal annals

A limited number of copies have been printed, solely on the
pullisher’s account, after permission obtained from the TTistorical
Society ; and, if s hoped that the pamph[ct will prove an sceept-
able addition to the other antiguarian publications issued by the
Tublie's obedient servant,

I B PATTERSON,
42 CEuARY STUEET,
NEW YORE.






MR PrESIDENT AN GENTLEMENR

OF 1HE THSTORICAL SOCIETY :

In venturing to presont & sketeh of some of the okl strects and
people of New York, under the Duateh yale, it may be well, first, to
glanee al anteeodent diseoveries and settlements in the region
by other nations,

Awaking from the sleep of the Middle Ages, the aroused energy
of the European mind, towards the close of the fifteentl cen-
tury, developed itsell in geographical, as well as schectific re-
search,

Long intellestual slumber bad created o resl which wearied as
well as dwnrled.

The invention of printing hid distributed  knowledge uo
longer hoarded in eloisters.  Improvements in ke use of gun-
powider tended to saldue caste, and give intellectual us well as
eivil freedam and vigor

No longer content with dogmas and teaditions, man vearned to
break local boundries and forms—to expand, to learn, to dis
cover.

Marer Paulo's travels had instigated a thirst for adventore; and
men's minds were still excited by stories of the wealth and won-
ders of U:ll.h{l'y' and {_':(Jpnugu.

The art of navigation had been improved under the leader-
ship of Prince Henry, the Navigator,

New maps were planned.  New enterprises stimulated the
ambition of the curions or the avaricions.  The great problem of
the earth was still unsolved. The earth! man's abode wnd man's
study.  What was it7 What were its Hmits?

Pythagorns had claimed its rotundity in the mystic days of
history. Still, the force of habit and the inertia of ignorance
kept concert with error,
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The scholagtic world still dreamed its old dreams, and wrapped
itself in its cloak of Aristotle.  Clreumnavigntion was Inpos-
sible.

Columbus, however, at the eloge of Lhe filteenth contary, made
the ege stand on its end, and redissoverad the Northmen's lost
continent. The shade of Pythagoras triumphed throngh the
Genoesc.

Geography vindicated her sister astronomy, and the world was
ronmnd.

The Portuguese, now roused in rivalry, vigorously atlacked
Bastern realms Barthalamy Dinz Lind therctofore reached the
southern puint of Aftea; and Vaseo de Gama, in 1487, in
searching for the realms of Prester John, carvied the Dortugnese
flag aroumd the African continent, which Pharaoh's vessels had
deme for the Hyyptian flag over 2,000 vears bofore.

The wealth of cither Indies now lay open. Unknown Kl Dor.
ades awaited adventure,  Spaniard and Portnguese Gercely
claimed the prize of the unknown carth,

Alexander VI adjudwed the great provess

The geograplieal bolls of 1498 and 1506 made the division
for ol prospective discovery.

A line from pole o pole was to divide the infidel world be-
twen the two most holy navigaling powers, wiio vigoronsly set
o work to utilize the prize.

Magellan, for Spain, in 1518, passed through the strails that
bear lis name, and cirewnnavigated tho globe,

The Portognese eulled rich productions from Ceylon and the
Molaceas, the Persian Gulf, and the coast of Coromandel ; while
Cortes and Pizarro Glled galleons that bore golden fruit to Spain
from Mexico and Peru,

Meuanwhile the bleal northern consis lay uneared for, The
gold of sonthern seas and the spiey trensnves of the Tast kept
enterprise from them.

England had, in 1497, felt the geographical impulse, and nobiy
elosed the discoveries of tle fifteenth century,
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The great problem of the day—the northwest passage to India
and Cathay througls the northern seas (sinco finitlessly found by
MeClurej—tarned Henry VIL from affaivs of State to win laurels
in the new field of geographical research, The Cabots eowmis-
sionel by Lim cruised along the North American const [rom
Labrador to TFlorida.

Henee Bngland's exclusive eluim, deriding the Papal bulls, o
the entire conutry, from these glimpses of the eoast Dy the
Cabots,

Freneh Fishermen now began toswarm on the Newfoundland
Banks, and foind there nn Tl Dorado of iheir own, in savage
contrast with Cortez' and Plzarro's sunny conguests,

In 1524, the Erench appear upon the seeve of diseovery; aml
Verrazno cwrrled the French llag from 36° to 502 of north lat
itnde, and named the coast

Auchoriug bis ship off the Narows, in our harbor, az it is sup-
posed from his deseription, the Italian, in his shallop, entered our
bay. ;

{fe says, in Lis lewter 1o King Franeis: “ Wa found a very
@ pleagant sitnation among some steep bills, through whieh a
4 yery farge river, deep af its mouth, forced its way to the sea
“ W passed up the river about ball a league, when we found i
¢ formed a most beautifol lake theee lesgues in civenit, Al of
wg sndden o violent, contrary wind blew in from the sea, and
“ foreed us to velarn to our ship, greatly regretting o leave this
“pegion, which seemed so commaodions and delightfal.”

The first of eivilized men, Verrmzono gazed npon the virgin
beauties of onrisle, * Manbafta,” then glumbering in primeval in-
riocence,—ere long, under the magic hand of civilization, to rise
and ripen into stately maguiticence, the Queen ity of the Hem-
isphere.

Estevan Gomer, with his Spaniards, suceeeded Vermaznna in the
exploration of our bay, and namel the North River, San Auton-
io; after him, also, ealled on some aucient chartg, Rio de Gomez.



