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PREFACE

Tw thig Series I have fried to embody the expericnce
of & teacher and of an examiner. This experience has
led me to several conclusions, which will, I believe,
be comfirmed by most practieal teachers who are in-
terested in Geography as a subject of real edueational
value :—

1. That maps in text-booka cannot generally be used directiy
with the text, as it ie impracticable to have the book
open in more than ome place at & time ; but that their
presence in the brok leads to a regrettable neglect of
tha Atlas.

2 That an excemive variety of typs and other mechanical
devices for classification confone the average pupil.

3. That mest text booka contain much which wonld be better
learned from the Atlas, or which is ouly au unpecessary
tax on the memory.

Consequently, this Series cootaing no maps and
little veriety of type; and I have intentionally avoided
mentioning, &g, exact heights, distances or sizes, small
industries, and unimportent places, Wherever any
definite comparisons are made, they are intended only
for reference, emd oot to be lesrnt; apnd comparisuns
between the size of Advican and British cities have
been avoided, as the couditions of native life make
them only misleading,
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AFRICA,

Lesson 1. Introduclory.

1. Africa is part of the * 0ld World," and waa the
scene of some of the earliest civilisations; but it haa
been so little known until within the last twenty
years that 1t iz approprintely called “The Dark
Continent.”

(1) It geographical conditione bave been a tremendous

obatacle to ita exploretion

() All its natives are more or less dark-skinned, and it

is the home of the Black Man

(3) It je ahrouded in morel darknesa; for it is the land of

the slave-dealer, the fetich, and the buman esorifice

2. Many of the chief features of the continent
wera known to Ptolemy (D, 1560) and even to
Herodotus (B.c. 450), snd the Portuguese pioneers
paved the way for further knowledge by their dis-
covery and partial eettlement of the Cape at the
end of the fifteonth century.

(1) Burtholomew Diaz discovered the Cape of Good Hope—

or Cape of Storme, as be called it—in 1488, and Vaseo
de Gama discovered the Cape route to Indis in 1487,
CE p 8.

N.8.—The pumber of filanda and baye called after minta ix due to

the good old custom of gﬂm to plases the nammes of the sailnts ap
whoeo feativals they were dissovered. Of. the soast of South Amerios.
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