A VILLAGE
IN PICARDY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649217076

A village in Picardy by Ruth Gaines

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



RUTH GAINES

A VILLAGE
IN PICARDY

ﬁTrieste






11

ﬁ}iﬂ—&m com bz ot Giuy Ty
LIS
[, C n'en L33 gulne, a’ﬂ,m

EEETS

I%@ﬂa

A Werr-Kxown Tuxe



A VILLAGE IN
PICARDY

BY
RUTH GAINES

AUTHOR OF “THE VILLAGE SHIELD,” ETC.

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

WILLIAM ALLAN NEILSON
Presideni of Smith Collcpe

NEW YORK
E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY

G681 FIFTH AVENUE



CorrmanT, 1818,
By E. P, DUTTON & COMPANY

Al Rights Reserved
——

Firel Prinbing . o0 ccsose July, 101§

Seeond Prinking. ... . Januory, 1918
-
l .
¥ - r
o .'..- : p 2 k

Coui Bbh :

Ly &, a
.\;}: y Ir ] .‘,‘;I.

1032126

Printed in the United States of America



PREFACE.

TuE history and the work of the Smith Col-
lege Relief Unit in the Somme is known wher-
ever reconstruction work in France is spoken
of. This brief account does not purport to
give anything but a small cross-section, the
picture of but one of the villages in our care.
It is told in the first person to make the tell-
ing easier. As I have said, of all our villages,
Canizy was the most beloved. All the Unit
had a share in it.

The picture is given as it was seen day by
day. What was true in this section, may not
be true in another. Here the German re-
treat was so rapid that the devastation, though
appalling, was not complete; whole avenues of
trees were left standing in places, and only two
churches were dynamited, by contrast with
the two hundred and twenty-five destroyed
throughout the région dévastée. It was per-
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viii Preface

haps in more calculated ways that the Prus
sians here vented their spite; in the burning of
family pictures, the wrecking of machinery,
the cutting of the trees about the Calvaries, and
the taking away of the bells from the church
towers. They left behind them here, as every-
where, ruin and silence; a silence of industry,
of agriculture, of all the normal ways of life;
a silence which has given the plain of Picardy
the name of “The Land of Death.”
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