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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE first two Sermons only of this set
have any direct connexion with each
other ; and it is important that they should
be read together : for some expressions of the
first, taken by itself, might seem to favour
that view which the second is speeifically
intended to counteract. The Author is deeply
convinced that the combination of these two
views is an especial feature of Christ’s Gospel :
that, whilst there iz provided in it for every
penitent a full assurance of his free forgive-
ness ; and whilst it is his duty as well as his
privilege to realise thiz truth, and bring it
elearly out, as the spring of his future obe-
dience, instead of doubting the assured mercy

of his heavenly Father,—there is in it also a
~ most clear declaration, that indulged sin does
deprave the moral nature ; put a man back
m his course; and so leave him after repen-



vi ADVERTISEMENT.

tance, not, indeed; a whit the less accepted
of God in Christ, but, with evil done to his
own soul, and ground actually lost, which
repentance does not at once remove or re-
gain, though it gives him anew the oppor-
tunity of removing the one, and regaining
the other.

On giving these Sermons to the press, at
the request of many by whom they were lis-
tened to with great attention, and by whom,
he trusts, they may be read with profit, the
Author desires to express his obligation for
different trains of thought, especially in the
fifth Sermon, to the conversation of a friend,
from an wnpublished manuscript of whose
e has quoted a fow words in the 154th page.
Many also of the thoughts contained in the
last Sermon, may, he doubts not, be traced
to the * Letters on the Kingdom of Christ,”
by the Rev. F. Maurice, which he had re-
cently been reading when that Sermon was
written.

BrignsTone REcrony,
June, 1539,
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