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The fournals of the Houfe of Burgeffes of Virginda,
are edited and publifhed by authority of the Library Board
of the Virginia State Library.



1773, to May 6% 1776, are bound in one volume, which bears the title
“Journal 1773 t0 1776."

The publication of the Journal for the Seffion of 1773, was authorized on
the 11 of Marchof that vear, when four hundred and fifty pounds was appropriated
for general printing,  Printed copiesof this Journalare preferved in the Library of the
Maffachufeits Hiftorical Society, and in the Library of Congrefs.

The Journal of 1774, was printed under the refelution of 1773, which fet afide an
additienal four hundred and fifty pounds to be expended for printing during the following
vear. In the Report of the American Hiftorical Affociation for 18g7, this publication
is noted as containing feventy-five pages. An tmperfedt copy of fixty pages, the laft
eight being mutilated, 3s in the Library of Congrefs.

Hening, in his Preface to the Eighth Velume of the Statutes, {tates that no Seffion
was held in 1574, Tt is probable that he intended to convey the fadt that no adts
paifed by the Houfe of Burgeffes became laws, vwing to the fudden prorogation of that
body, though the Seffion was of unufual length and prominence,

The Journal of 1775 was never printed in full, but an epitome of the Seffion was
publifhed under the following title:

“The | Proccedings of the | Houfe of Burgeffes | of Virginia, | Convencd in (General
Affembly, on Thurfdey, the firft day of June 1795, | will fully appear in their Jowrnals,
printed at large; but as it was {udged | neceffary that the moft material tranfadions [hould
be feen inn one connedied | and diftinét point of view, the Houfe ordered that thefe fhould
be publifhed | ina pamphlet, and they are contained tn the following fheets, | Williamfburg,

| Printed by Alexander Purdie.” | 48 pp.

TI‘}E original Journals of the Houfe of Burgelles of Virginig, from March 4™,

Copies of this pamphlet are to be found in the Britifh Mufewn and in the Library
af Congrejs:

No Seffion of the Burgeffes was held in 1776, theugh attempts were made on
Thurfday March 7%, and laftly on May 6., when the Journal reads: “'Several Mem-
bers met, but did neither procecd to bafinefs, nor adfourn, as the Houfe of Burgeffes: FINIS.

The Minutes and Papers of the Committee of Correfpondeirce, from its formation
to the birth of the Commitice of Safeiy, when its labors ceafed, are inferted in this
volume after the Journal of each Selfion of the Affembly. The original Minutes are
bound with the Journals of the Burgeffes, and confift of eighteen pages of clofely
written matter, while the Papers, which confift largely of letters and refolutions
received from other Colonies, were tranferibed in a volume which was ufed for journal
purpofes in 1781, by the Houfe of Delegates of Virginda. This volume bears two
titles, viz: “' Journal r781” and “Letters from April 1775 fo May 1775."

The exiftence of many rare and important papers, bearing directly upon the Jour-
nals of the Houfe of Burgefles during Dammore’s Adminiltration, add greatly to the
intereft in legiflation of that period, The purpofe therefore, has been o elect thofe
of unufual importance, including [everal original papers bearing on the Contmittee of
Correfpondence and contemporaneous enadtments of the fifter Colonies.
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