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DEDICATED

To the descendants of those Germans who many gen-
erations sgo were exiled from their homes in the
heautiful valleys of the Rhine and Neckar in South
Germeny on sccount of fierce religions, and still
fiercer political persecution.

S0 waren wir vnd gind ea auch,
Das edelste Geschleaht,
Von biederm Sinn und reinem Hauch,
Und in der Thaten Recht.
(GoRTHE.
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FPREFATORY NOTE.

Thiz book has bean suggested to the author, by
reason of several visits made by bhim among the peo-
ple of the Upper Rhine country in South Germany,
whence emigmted the ancestors of the Pennaylvania
Germans. Much that the reader will find herein con-
tained is familiar history; but it is believed that there
are some Peunsylvania (ermeos, who mey find some
things ie this unpretentiona volume concerning their
ancestors and their history, with which they may not

>/ be nltogether familiar. It is for them that this book
]:IM been primarily written.
'There are not many people who do not ghare in
7 the sentiment, which unites one to the history of his
= race, his lﬂnsmen, and the home of his fathers. This
1 sentiment iz rooted deep in the affections of most if
- not of all people, but with the Germans it is pre-
eminent.

The Pennsylvania Germans, whose anceators
wers exiled from their homes in the bagutiful valleys
of the Rhine and Neckar, hy fierce religious, and still
fiercer political persecution, are yet after the lapse of
many generations bound by invisible ties to the land
which has been consecrated and made hallowed, by
the same blood which coursea in their veina,

The aim of the author has not been to tell any-
thing especially new, but rather to bring together in
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vi. - Prefatory Note.

concise form, an account of the origin, history, and
dialeet of the Penmsylvania Germans; the causes
which led their ancestors to emigrate to the province
of Penneylvania, together with other information
identified with their story.

For muck of this information the author is in-
debted to Zimmerman’s “History of Germany,” Bay-
ard Taylor’s “History of Germa.ny," Henri Martin's
“Hietory of France,” Proud's “History of Pennayl-
vania,” Watson's “Annals,” Nebening® “Geschichte
die Pfalz,” Eckhoff'a “In der Nenen Heimath,”
“Hallischen Nachrichten,” end to other sonrces

Certain magazine snd newspaper writers are re-
gponsible fot much misinformation, which prevails
among certain people concerning the Penusylvania
Germang,—especially with regard to their dialect
Not many years sgo an sarticle appesred in the
“Atlantic Monthly,” wherein it was aeserted that
“Pennsylvania Thutch” was not German, “nor did
they expect you to call it 80, The same author after
ward perpetuated this misinformation by embodying
it in a book. It i5 searcely necessary to contradict
snch manifest ervor; if it were necesssry to do so, the
examples of the Pfilrisch dialect contained in " this
volume, and their comparison with Pennsylvania
German will refute conclusively sll euch erronecus
contention.

In this volume the Pennsylvania (Germans are
spoken of as Germans, because that is the only desig-
nation which is justified by reason of their race, their

i and their speech.
by THE AUTHOR.

Eeaston, Pa., 1808,
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