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OBSERVATIONS, &

LETTER I

1 HavE read, my dear sir, with great regrei, in Jotferson's
% Writings ™ (v. 3 p. 330.) the following letter from that gentle-
man w0 General Washington ; which contains, as I conceive, a
gross and unprovoked slander on the character of mny father, and
which, az I design to make it the subject of examination, 1
transcribed here without alteration or curtaibinent.

Td THE PRESIDENT.

Munticella, June 10ih, 1796,

“Tn Bache's Anrora of (he %th inst. which camne here by the
last post, a paper appears which having been conlided as I pre-
gume, to but few hands, makes it vruly wondecful how it should
have got there. I cannot be satisficd as to my owu par, till ]
relieve my mind by declaring, and I atest every thing sacred
amd honourable to the declaration, that it has got there neillrer
throngh me nor the paper confided to me.  'This has never been
from under my own lock and key, or out of my ovwn hands, no
mortal ever knew from me that these questions hind been pro-
posed.  Perhaps 1 ought to exeept one person, who possesses all
wmy confidence, as he has possessed yours. | do not remember
indeed that I communicated it even to him,  Bul as I was in
the habit of unlimited trust and counsel with him, i is possible
I may have read it to him, no more: for the guire of which
makes a part was never in any hand but my own, nor was a
word ever copied or taken down from it by any body. T take
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ou yveell without fear, any divulgation on his pare. . We both
know him incapable of it Vrom aysell then, or my paper,
this publication bas never been derived. 1 have formerly men-
tioned to you; that from a very carly period of my life, I had
laid it dowi as a rile of conduct, never 1o write a word for the
public papers.  From this 1 have never departed in o single in-
stanee ; and on a late oceasion, when all the world seemed
1o be u.nlmrr besides a rigid adherence Lo my own rule; I can
say with n'urh that not o line for the press was ever CORINTT-
cated to mie by another, exeept a single petition referred for my
eorreciion ; which | :!Id not enrrect, however; though the con-
tracy, ns 1 hove heard, was enid inon poidic place, by one person
through error, throuzgh malice by another. 1 lsarn that this last
has thought it warth his while to iy 1o sow taves Belwesn vou
und e, by n*im*--:{-nli.w me e still engazed in the stle of
polities, and i arhnlenee and ind roee ﬁo'.ﬂn.;l, the govermment,
I never befieved for o moment that this could m'tim any impres-
glon on you, of that yvour Enowledes of me would pol overweizh
the slander of an intrdguer, dirily employed in sifting the con-
versadions of iy table, where alime he conld hear of me; and
seeking o atone for =ins against von by sins againe, another
whn Lad never done him any ather injary than that of dechining
his confidences.  Volitical conversations 1 really dislike, and
therefore wyold '.~. heve 1 ocan without affccation.  But when
urged by others 1 have never eonceived that oy baving been
in !mth il vequives me Lo belie 1y sealients, o cven 1o con
ceal thews, When Lo led by conversalion to express them, T
do it with il sune ]llLlE‘[lCtlLll:!li:L liere which T have prdLIHCﬂ
everywlheee, wnd which 15 inseparable rom my outure. Bt
enough of thiz misernble wriversuton, whe ought indeed elther
to Bive been of more toatly, or less oosted by his coomtry,”
While on the subject of papers, permit me o ask one from
vou. Yoo rewerober the difference of opinion between Hamilton
wid Kook o e one part, and myself on the other, on the sulbject
of firine on the Jitle Sacoh, and that we had L"‘&chuﬂﬂed opinions
and reazons o writing,  On your accdval i P'I.l'tltllf:lr:]phi:i.F 1
delivered vou o copy of any reasons, in the presence of Col,
Hamilton.  On our withdrawing be told me he had been so
mach engaged that he hod not been able w prepare a copy of
his andd Gen. Woox's for you, and that if 1 would send vou the
one he lad siven e, he would replace it in o few daye. 1 im-

Natbe |=-;|.' the Fditur, "|;”l"|'r in the |||:nr;|rir| of the Copy, 18 writlen,
ippaeentiy Al acbater ditte * Gen, M, Loee” ™)
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mediately sent i o you wishing you shoulil see laoth sides of
tha subject together—I often after applied to botly the gentlemen,
but could never obtain nnother copy—I1 have ofien thought of
asking this one, or o eopy of ity back from yvou, but linve not
before written on zubjects of this Kind to you.  Though T do
not know that it will ever be of the least importauce to e, yel
one loves to possess aring, though they bhope never 1o have occa-
gion for them. They possess iy paper inomy own hand
writing. It is just T should possess theirs, The ouly thing
amiss 18 that they should have lelt me to seel o return of the
paper, or a copy of it from you.

I put away this disgusting dizh of eld fragments, and talk o
vou of my peus and elover, As (o the ladter asticle, I hive
oreal encourzgement from the mendly natire of onr soil. 1
think L have had, both the last and present year, as good clover
from common ceounds, which  had  broaeht several cvops of
wheat and cermn without ever having been manureed, as 1 ever
saow. o0 the Jot around Phitadelphia. T yerily Lelisve hal o
field of (lirty-four neres, sowed oo whent, April was twelvemouth,
hs given mwn ton to the acre ul its (st entfing this spring.
The stallts extended, inensured hwee awd a half fest long, very
commuonly—another fiehl, o yeur olider, and which wiclded ag
well the last yenr, has zensibly fallen off this year. My ex-
hausted fields Liring 2 clover nol high cnough fer hay, but 1
hope (o weke seed froen 6 Sach az these, Bowever, 1 shall
herealler put into peas in the broadeast, propesing that one of
1y sowings of wheat ehall be atter two vears of elover, and the
other after two years of peas. 1 am (ying the white boiliog
pea of Favope (the Atbany pea) this year, il I cann get the hor
pea of England, which iz the most productive pew of oll,  But
the true winiter vetch 15 whal we want extpemely. 1 have tried
this year the Caroline dril, It is absolitely perfece. Nothing
can be wmore simpls, nor pecform il offiee imore perfectly for o
single row. 1 shall try to make one to sow four rows at a time
of whenat or peas, at twelve inchey distanee, 1 have one of the
meoteh threshing wachines pearly finished, Tt is copied exoetly
from a model Mr, Pinckney seol me, only that T have put the
whole works (except the horse wheel) into nsingle frune, moven-
e from: one field 1o another on the two axles of o wagon, It
will be ready in time for the barvest which is cotning on, which
will give it o full wial.  Our wheat and rye wre generally Line,
and the prices talked of bid Inir o indernity uz for the poor
irops of the two lust vears. ' -
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Iotake the liberty of putting wader your cover a letter 1o the
sun of the Maruis de la Fayeie, not exactly kuowing where
to direct to him.

With very aflectionate compliments to Mrs. Washington, 1
have the honor to bey, with great and sineere estecn and respeet,
dear gir, your most obedient and most, humble servant,

Ta. Jerrenson.”

The respect which in common with a greal majority of my
countrymen, 1 was induced to entertain for the character of Mr.
Jellerzon, is now a double source of regret lo me, as it enhances
the duty of defending my father’s memory and aggravates the
|m.m ol performing it. s add to this Fh‘l"‘l‘!ll comes the relloe-
tion, that L inay ocenston to the feslings of Mr. JoHerson’s rela-
tives, & violenes not unlike that ader which my own are sulleting
—a violenes to which T o foreed ar the sacrifice of long-checizh-
el veneration, and which they can forgive only at the expense
ol o soerved affection, A shock of surprize hos increased tluz
accummubared oontilcation. Thot Genetal Lee was - politically
upposcd w Mr, Jellerson, T wos well aware; bul that personal
ey existed onoceither side, 1 had not the least suspicion.
The zeol of the former you will ottest, was too [.'-.:]i-shes and
woll-terperad, W ocarery o s edee the tint of abuze or the
puison of slander.  Careless of |l0]1t!i‘ﬂ! preferment hunself, he
conlil well endure the elevation of others. And as i the party
warlare that divided the notion Mr. Jelferson was a moe sie-
ce==lul cornbsutant, | snpposed le bad been at least as tolerant an
alversnry.

Other considerations strengthenal this inpression. . They
biead Tasthi by lebwstirers i greal it suecesaful nalioend qn;g
vle. Py wore e conmmon frictds of many cminent citizens
—=uch as Meo Madizon and Mro Mouwroe, o o controversy
st paindul o M. Jefferson’s feelings, he hud been indebted 1o
e deficacy, folwaranes, and I.ttn'mlu,} of Gen. Lee.® How
ten could 1 be preparcld for this surviving virnlenee, this testa-
trentary hatred on las part !

Belore I exuminge s iotrinsie vadoe, it will be well o slketeh
s cxtermal histery-—as the account of o man's life is often pre-
fuced by adesenption of his person.

It ot Gl o be observed that while expressing this violen
abu=e of Gen. Loey in tenes =o flngrantly aosuitable o the
rls-ﬂmn o his correspondent, he tooke eare to = suppress the men-
fiot ol his pamne 5 thus attempting an injory, and withbolding

¥ For tho troth of thes assoriion L appeal conpdonily 1o Mr, Madison,
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ut the same tiwe all means of its redress. Tt was hardly possi-
ble that Gen, Washington should repest such vague and seurri-
lous longuage——and as livle so, if he did, that Gen. Lee should
talee to himself its application,  # At a later date,” wo are told,
w an hour dedicated o the joys of secret malevolence, Mr.
Jefferson fixed this floating defamatient on Gen. Lee; and at a
date still later, when death had strock with his tremendons dart
the sulject of this slamder, and overwhelmed with pious gricf his
deseendnnts, bequeathed it to posterity, as a lastiog outrage lo
their affection, anid a public stizma oa his name.*

Thus the resentinent of this philosopher and staesinan, was
appeased, neither by the fellowship ol patiotisin, the remem-
brance of Findness, the lapse of time, nor the solemnity of death.
Exhibited (o the worll on the smnmit of his lofly Lune, it is
belicld i tboee stages of progression, and in as many shades of
intensity. It fiest appears o lorrent of impetuous passion. It
next darkens i a stream of solitry and derermined walice.
Amd theuee deseending it stope, cold with hatred, and hardened
by inveteracy, ou the modest honowrs, and the silent sorrows that
dwell aronnda patriot seldier’s grave.

Az the tenus of the olfensive passage in question, polwith-
gtanding the greatness of their authority, are as vague us they
arc inddelicate ; prezent to the mind nothing but a tissue of hear-
say avermentz and malignant insnoations, it will be expedient
to unfold their confusion, and o submit w0 a fair and carefunl
serutiny whalever slatements as to foct or character ean be ex-
tracted from tliem.

One of theze is that Gen. Lee, in onder to convey improper
information to Gen. Washington, bad # dictily intrigued, and had
eifteld the conversations of Mr. Jefferson’s table, where slone he
conld hear of him ™ (o obtain materials for his comrienicationa.
Dismizsing for w inoinent the contempt thiz unworthy aceusation
ingpires, let tne ask may iU pot be as josly retorted on Mr.
Jellerson as directed aroinst Gen, Lee T How did e learn ihe
subject of Gen, Lee's communications either verbal or written to
Gen. Wazhington ? Was it nol as pecessary that for this purpose
he should © dirtily intrigue and =it table conversations” as that
Gen. Lec should? Was it not even more so? Gen. Washington
haviog been a more important personage than Mr. Jefforson, and
Mr. Jetlersom than Gen, Lee, it resullz from the rule of proportion,
that reoncks innde by Mr. Jefferson respecting Gen. Washing-

* Gen. Lea died a0 March, 1818, eight vears before Me Jefforeon and
eleven baforo this slander appaared,
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