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REPORT OF HEARING.

A BEaRmING was given by a joint convention of the City Conneil
of the eity of Cambridge, on Friday evening, Nov. 15, on the
following petition of Samuel B. Rindge and 2,755 others;

T the Honorable, the Oily Cowncll of Cambridps: —

“ The nndersignad, sitizens of Cambridge, and many of 18 witer-takens,
sollcitons for the purity of oor water-aupply, and alarmed by the recent
action of the selectmen of Belmont In anthorizing the erectlon of a [arge
slaughter-house upon the borders of Fresh Pond, reapeetfully and earmestly
request you o take immedigte rbops, under the gothority confarred upon
you by the leglslature, to pecure, by purchase or otherwise, sufficlent land
wpon the mangin of Fresh Pond to protoct our water-supply from pollution.
We belleve the mequisition of this tervitory a peblic necessity, and that
advantage shonld e taken of the low price of real esiale ot the prasant
ﬁ'll'lﬁo”

After resding the petition, his Honor the Meyor said, —

The matier is pow before the Convention, and, if the petitioners
ape present, ther will now be heard. The Chair would suggest to
the members of the City Counell, that thls hearing is for the peti-
tioners, and that they be sllowed to go on sod present their case,
and snswer any guestiona that may be agked by the members of
the City Council or the Water Board ; and then, if any one wishes
to remonstrate, they will be allowed a hearing, afler the petitioners
have conoladed.

REMARKS OF SAMUEL B. RINDGE, ESQ.

Mz. Maror, aNp GEFTLENER oF THE Crrr Comwom, — The
petition that has been presented to the city government aska for
some action to be teken by your honorable body towards protect-
ing the purity of the supply.of water which we receive from Fresh
Pond. ‘We think that the Water Commissioners and the Commit-
tees appointed by previous honcrable boards of this clty are as
well posted in relation to the purity of our water ae any ome.
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They are consumern of it, ss we are. They have investigated the
borders of Fresh Pond; aod 1 soppose that their reports, in their
own language, speak stronger sentiments than any of us, as citi-
ZOMB, CAD exXpreds, and I woutd present to you from their own
reports to the city government their very language. I have before
me some of their reports. In the first place, by anthority of the
legisiature of this Commonwealtl, by ao act approved May 1,
1875, the city of Cambridge has the right to tuke and held, by
purchase or otherwise, such land on apd around the margin of the
ponds, ircloding Fresh Pond, nob axeseding five rods in width, as
may be necessary for the preservation and purity of their waters.
On that question a petition was ably presented before the legisls-
tore, which granted the city of Cambridge anthority to take that
quantity of land sround Fresh Pond. Sinee 1875 no sction has
been taken to sny extent ; Init, when the city asked for that action,
they belicved it was necessary for the preservation snd purily of
our water.

In the report of the Water Board for the year 1876, which was
signed by George 1% Curter, J. Warren Merrill, H. L. Eustis, C.
W. Kingsley, and F. A. Allen, they remarked that there has heen
dissatisfaction in relation to the purity of the watcr, the prlnclpal
reasond for which they think are, —

# Pleat, In tha usa of Fresh Pond for boatlng, by which more or less per-
sons have heen drowned; and in suino case, thé bodies hava been in the pond-
peversl days befors they were recoverad.

W 8aeond, The aurface dradnsge thal Onds ita wa¥ iute Fresh Pond frorm

the dwellings and [ands arqund the pond, =nd which is conetantly incressing
aa tho sucrounding country becomes pattled.”

In regard to the second groond of complaint they say, —

“WWa can only eny that there are undoubisdly some places where the
drainage from varions sources fnds its way ludivactly iote Fresh Pond, more
particalorly in times of heavy ralog, and durlng the spring freshets cansed
by tha melting show. . . . We are Satisfied, that while the evil of surface
drainage can ba wholly removed only by & sswear around the pond, yet, at a
small expenee, » large part of the drainage into tha pond can be so arrangod
85 to be filtered through a gravel bunk befors it finds Ha way into the pond,
thus removing all snbatances held in smspense, and greatly mitlgating, if
not wholly removing, the evil™

Now, then, no action bas heen taken to purchase any land wpon
which is a gravel bank, by which the pority of the water running
into the pond ean be preserved. ‘The Board continues, —

“ There ls a constantly increasing demand upon us to provide for the
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drainage from the estates bordering on the pond, which now pollittes the
watar, The construction of a sewer in connection with such a road would
carry all the drainage into Alewife Brook, below the outlet of the pond.
This, with the sleaninp op of the bauks betwesn such & road and the
borders of the pond, would de much towards keeping the water clean and
pure.” :

As far back a8 1873, a report was made : —

“ W'e were gratifled at the prompt action of tle Clty Counel! in voting to
put ln a sewer in Concord Avenue and Vassal Laens, by which a large
amount of surface drainage on the easterly sids of the pond can be kept out
of the pond, and carried below the outlet Ibto Alewlfe Beook; whila at the
saine time we tan propérly drain the nsw pomping-works that have been
erected. The subjec: of protectlng our water-supply from draluags arcond
the poind 18 an all important ote, and appealy to the porsooal intsrests of
avary one who uses the water,™

A committee, gonsisting of Samnel L. Mantague, George H,
Howard, Ferez G Portér, George F. Whiting, and Archibald M.
Howe, were appointed Iy the City Counell to report pon the pol-
lution of the water-supply of the eity of G!tn:tl:ll"n:lng«+ In their
report they gay, —

“Tha only places frpm which yeur Commlites think that thore is imme-
diate danger to Fresh Pond arve on the south-weaterly sids, near Cushing
Straet, whora more or less draingge, at certain seasens of the year, inds ita
way into the pond, and shewld ba cared for st cuce; also from the drelnapga
which may fnd lis woy into tha pond from Fresh Pond Hotel and tha
pienig grounds snd the bpatiny eonnected therawith. . . . In regard to the
picnie and hotel groneds, your Comimnbttes wowld recommand, that 30 moeh
of tha land bordering ou tho pond as ls eonnocted with these premives be
immediately taken, under the authority given ms by the leglalature; and
that the same ba propecly fenced, so as effactually to exclirde all persons
from the pond in that loeality, . . . In ragant to Wellington Brouk, thers
are aome houses in Belmont whose draloage, I any, would nsturslly find
its way into tha brook. . . , Fresh Pond s really cur reservolr or setiling
basin, and shoold be protecied from the constantly Increasing dralnage on
tha shorea. Whils no pereeptible evil has yet come from this soures, yet it
in wisdom to provide for the future, and see that the pond 1a properly pro-
tectad. To do this, we must control the borders of the pond, and, if posslble,
the pond [taslf. And we would therefore recommend that immedtate action
be taren, under the authority thet we already possess, to control that portion
of the borders conmocted with the hotel and plenic grounds, aud on the
south-westarly mide, near Cushing Btreet, as previously mentlonsd in this
report; and that after a careful survey hes been made, and & system of
sawarnge ndopted for this whole territory, then, whatever land Is shown by
the survey to be necqssary for the full protection of the pond and for ulti-
mately building & sewer entirely around it, be taken for that purpose.”



