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PREFACE.

‘WE are living in a time of religious ferment.
What shall we do? Attempt to keep the new
wine in the old bottles? That can only end in
Attempt to stop the fermentation? Impossible !
And if possible, the only result would be to
spoil the wine. No! Put the new wine into
new bottles, that both may be preserved. Spir-
itnal experience is always new. It must there-
fore find a new expression in each age. Thia
book is an attempt to restate the eternal yet
ever new truths of the religious life in the terms
of modern philosophic thought.

The teachers in the modern church may be
divided into three parties: one is endeavoring
to defend the faith of the fathers and the forms
in which that faith was expressed ; one repudi-
ates both the faith and the forms; one holds
fast to the faith, but endeavors to restate it in
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gical realm, and progress in the spiritual realm,
but to show that the law of progress is the same
in both. In the spiritual, as in the physical,
God is the secretand source of life ; phenomens, '
whether material or spiritual, are the manifesta-
tion of his presence; but he manifests himself
in growth, not in stereotyped and stationary
_forma ; and this growth is from lower to higher,
from simpler to more complex forms, accord-
ing to well defined and invariable laws, and
byafummmﬂmtmthegmmgnh;mtmelf
That unknown foree is God — God in mturu,
God in the church, God in society, and God in
the individual soul. The only cogmigable dif-
ference between evolution in the physical and
evolution in the spiritual realms is that nature
cannot shut God out, nor hinder his working,
nor disregard the laws of its own life ; but man
can and does. These principles constitute, to
borrow & musical phrase, the motif of this book.

The chapters which constitute the book were
originally delivered, extemporaneously, as lec-
tures before the Lowell Institute of Boston,
After their delivery their publication was called
for. They had not been reported in full, and
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