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PREFACE,

WRITER in Blackwood once said that, “with

the exception of Wordswarth, thers iz not cne
calebrated anthor of this day who has written two
pages comsecutively without some flagrant impropri-
cty in the grammar.” This may have been an ex-
aggerated statement, nevertheless it is very near the
truth in reference to the present time,

While mere slavish following of the rules of gram-
mar does not necessarily constitute elegant English,
and while all great writers have peculiarities of their
pwn, it must be admiftted that no wrter, however
brilliant, should bs excused for grommatienl errors
that might be avoided.

It may be a suflicient resson for puoblishing an-
other work on & subject on which sc mueh has been
written, to say that the object of it is entirely differ-
ent from that of most works which have appeared
within recent years, which seem to hove been written
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mainly for the purpose of picking every flaw possible
in the author crificised.

It is hoped that this work may be of use to the
teacher or scholar, by pointing out, in an orderly ar-
rungement, the errors to which the best writers of
English are liable. It is so arranged that any partie-
ular subject may readily be found, and is so brief
that a full knowledge of all the points treated may
be essily aequired. No space has been wasted on
mere vulgarisms which every one with any claim to
education is sypposed to kuow and avoid, but such
€rToTs A8 mY experience has shown fo he sommon to
all apthors have received particular attention.

A large number of the ungrammatical sentences
given were chserved in proof-reading, and wers cor-
rected by their writers before the works in which
they ocenrred wore published. Others have been
appropriasted from any source wheuever they served
my purpose. It must be borpe in inind, that, in
the eorrection of erronecus eentences, the main ‘object
ia clearly to sliow the error; and in merely correcting
the grnmmar, the sentence may often be left inelagant,
aml in many cases should undoubtedly be entirely
reconstructad.

In the examples cited, all the wornds printed in
Jtalies are either ungrammaticnl, tantological, or super-
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fluons. The wards inserted in brackets are to take
the place of the preceding Italic words, or are neces-
sarily added to make the sentence correct.

Where an author’s name is given for an erroneons
sentence, it is done for the purpose of showing that
the best writers ape not infallible, — not even thees
who are considered standard authorities in matters
relating to grammar,

The grammatical errors in the language of the Bible
and of Shakespeare are not pointed out with avy idea
that they ought to be corrected, but o show that in
writing modern English we are not to follow archeic
forms.

The short chapter entfitled *“Construction of Sen-
tenves” might lpad one to expect more then is there
given ; but ae that i3 precisely the matter to which it
relates, it is so entitled, though a thorough treatment
of the subject would of itsell require s volume.

In the Appendix are given rules for the formation
of the plural, in which 1 have ventured to propose a
change which simplifies this matter very much, and
which I have no doubt will be generally approved,
as in the line of truwe spelling reform. I have alsa
given some rules as to compound words, together with
remarks on some typographical matters with which
suthors ought to be acquainted.
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Begidea the Grammars of Murray, Goold DBrown,
Professors Whitney and Twesd, and others, T have
made frequent use of Prof. A, 8 Hill's “Principles
of Rhetorie,” Prof A, P. Peabody’s “Cooversetion,
its Faults and its Groces™ the various publications of
Mr. Richard Grant White, and Professor Mathews's
“Words, their Use and Abuse,” and to all these
works 1 am greably indebbed.

M. T. BIGELOW,
CaMEnInGE, October 6, 1354,
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