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PIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF THE AUTHOR.

Tae learnel, accomplished and veneralle muthor of the fol-
lowing pages was born in Geneva, the 11th of July, 1801, of an
old and cultured family of Monibeliand, in the department of
the Vosges, which was cowpelled to expatriate itself in the
tie of the persecutions of the Lutheran prince, Jean Fredeciz,
Duke of Wirtemberg, On dhe maternal gide, the Bev, Steplen
Clinstel desconds equally fromn o family of relogees, which was
frrced, for the canse of religion, to quit the Bouth of France.
In n parentage =o truly estimable, 1he yonth bl snfficient
reason for cousecreling himsell to the work of the ministry,
his natnral eall 1o which be way be allowed o feel be has not
dizhononred in the course of w long awd chspnend professional
life, Some slight circumstances in kis early stodies, and the
desire of his father to Kevp him by his side aftér the prema-
ture decense of hiz mother, finally determvined lis destination
to the ecclesiaslical career. He commencul lap theolozical
gtindies ot the outlreak of the relizions diszmaoms of hizuative
etly, the same year (1819) in which the partizms of the ortho-
dox revival re-edited the TIolvetie Contession of 1800, ihedet-
ing that Gemeva, recenlly re-united 1o Switzeelind; ehould



vi NIGGRAFHICAL RKOTICE OF THE AUTHOR

imposa that old and voluminous formulary on all its pastors
and professors of theolegy, The despotie pretensions snstained
in the foee of & Church which had for & centory been prousd
of having abioliched all comfeseions of faith, and of thenceforth
depending solely on the gospel, determined Lis choice in the
eitbject of hit aondemical thesis, Delivered in 1823, nuder the
title, ¥ The Use of Confessions of Failh in Reformed Com-
munities,” if it displeased the retrograde party, it had the
privilese of being bonoured by the commendations of Sis-
mondi, who cited it in an article of Lee Fevue Enepolopeliyue
of Paris, 1526,

The suflmge of the illustrions historian encouraged the
voung czavist, Among the diverse Teanches of theology, the
History of the Clarch was that which, from the fivst, won
hiz alfection. A sojourn in Paris, where he attended the
lectures of Villemnin, ond was present at the discassion of
the famous law on Bacrilege 3 an abode in Italy under the
Pontificnts of the fanatical Leo XIL ; a jonrney into England,
where he reecivisl fow the lipe of difforent theologinns, in
particalar from those of John James Tayler, afterwmsle 'ro-
fezmor of Teclesingtical History in Muanchester New College,
information which be highly voalned on the religions com-
dition of the country ;—afl this only eultivated sl strength-
eneil Wiz taste for historical studics.  These studies he paraued
in (enevn during the conrse of 4 Inborions pastorate. That he
oo Locatoe aware that Cermeny alone olloved in this matter
mutflicient resourees. He therefore gave his mind to the writings
of Gicseler, Wenmiber, their prodecessoms and diseiples, awld in
1535 bumed to acconnt their labowrs in o sevies of lectnres
intendid to prepane the Genevese publie for the Jubilee of the
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Reformation, which it was on the point of celebrating. Supr.
priead on that ocemsion fo fimd the Protestant population o
Little instrieted in the principul evolutions of the Clharch, he
undertook to trace them for their advantage in four new series
of lectwres;, which in 1839 led to his nomination to the ehair
of Eeclesiastical History. There he was not lomg in eoming
apon rocks which he had not foreseen,  Certain apprecintions
of some lustorieal faets iu the evangelical history which hod
lonz been enrrent in Genuony, even in orthodox circles, asto-
nished some of his young French awlitoss, Domediately the
Evangelical idissidents sounded the alanu in Fronce and in
Bwitzerland agninst the pastoral body which had appointed
i the Latter wos mwoved by their attocks; his position was
threatoned, and he owed its preservation only to the de-
viledluess of eortain [iends, Eseaped from fhis danger, he
soon gaw himself in presemee of another, The Council of
State had just confbled to him the directiom of the public
Library, when the Revolution of 1846 broke out in the city.
The ecclesiasticl] body had judpged him too Hberal ; the
radical government found him tov conservative. A new law
obliged himn to choose between the functions of the Libvarian
and those of the Professor. He counld not hesitate, although
under that govermuent the Professorship itself was not
sheltered from all attack, Dut in coufining himsolf to the
office of teaching, he wished, if he could, to justify the eilorts
of the nolle friends whe had given themselves much frouble
to maintain him dn . In 15847, the Pardsian Aeedoany of
Tiseriptions offered o prize for the Lest essay on The Aisfery
of the Fall of Pagonism fn the Fastern Kapire, With the aid
of nnmerous resonrees which his daties a3 ¢ Librarian enabled
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him to consult, he treated the question in such a manner ae
to obtain the honour. At the moment when it crowned his
lubour, the Frowsh Academy (the Instilnie), acting under the
pocial crisis of 1548 oand 1840, offered a prize for the best
esany on Christien Charity in Hhe Firsl Conturice. Ho ontered
with ardour on this new subject amd |he historiesl sindies
required by the programine : le sdded to fhe results con-
giderationa drawn from lis pastornl experience om The Part of
Charity (or Christion love) 4 our Alodern Socictics.  His oszay,
erowned e eguo with that of Professor Schwidt, of the Uni-
versity of Strasburg, had the high bonour of sharing with his
the exiraordinary prize proposed by the Acedemy. Entirely
occupied for a long time with hiz favourite science, whose
gigantic steps he eomld seazcely follow, ond not expecting, on
accounnt of his age, to be able to publish the whole of his
coaree, he resolved at least to deposit #s slstonce in four
volwmes, which have sneeessively appeared, and of which this
is the lost*

* Christinnity in the Firet Nineteen Contures; 1st Pord, Clris
tianity in the Bix Firet Conturies, 1%mo ; 2nd Part, Cliglstianity in the
Middle Ages, 12ma; 8nl Part, Chelstianity in Modern Ages, 12mo;
which (the translator 4dds) ere ned less instructive, interesting and
liberal, than the fourth velume now laid before the English pulilie



A FEW WORDS OF EXPLANATION DY THE
TRANSLATOR.

Acgoarxtaxce with the first of the four parts which in
union bansmute onr anthor's © Cliristiamity in the Nineteenth
Century™ inte his “Clristisnity in the Ninctoon Centuries,”
or & History of Christianity from the earlicst ages, and a hizh
appreciation of the merits of that first part; indnesd me to obtain
and permse the present volome, 8o great wos the gmtification
which I received from the etody, that I resolved, with the con-
sent of the anthor, to lay it before the English pullic. And
I was the rather inclined to perforni the task becanse it would
ennble me to renew literary ties with the city of Geneva formed
a3 early in the cembry as 1831, when M. Duby, DProfessor
of Theology and Elognence in the Protestant University of
Geneva, gave hiz valnable aid to the second of my two volumes
of * Bermons dezigned to be used in Families” which among
their eontributors bepr the hononred names of John James
Tayler, J. (. Robherds, B Wallace, W, J. Fox, J. Hutton,
John Kenrick, C. Wellbeloval, H. Moutgomery, JTanes Marti-
nean, at home § und J. Tockerman, H. Ware, F. Parkinan, M.
Dralsy, abroad.  The reference carrioe me buek over o period of



