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PREFACE

A coMpARISON between the condition of peasant
owners in the prineipal countries of Europe asgiven
in different official reports lately published is so
extremely interesting, that I have collected these
papera from the Ninefesnth Century, etc, a8 a very
small contribution to so large & subject. I have
added a fresh papsr on the application of the
system to Ireland, and have inserted & map of a
French estate, to show by the eye the enormous
inconveniences inherent in the * pulverisation of
the land,” and what is almost worse, the scatfering
of the plots and seraps, over half & commune, even
when belonging to the same owner, and.the conse-
quent impossibility of carrying out any decent
agriculture. This distinetive feature of the mor-
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cellement is hardly known in England, though
abroad it is constantly mentioned as reducing the
value of the aoil, sometimes as much as by half,

To make a mistake about the gquestion of land
in Ireland at this moment would be so disastrous,
that all evidenca on the subject of small owner-
ships in different countries must be important to
look into.

Crarpon, 11th June



CONTENTS

FAGE

1. Formioy Orryiows oN Prasawr PropeerTiRg . 1
I. A SURVIVAL — Swart OwHERSHIFE — "' LITTLE
Tagps" — ALLOTMENTH . Bo
1L Rural ITALY AND PEASANT PROPERTIZS | .
1V, Ropar Love 1v Rosara . s i 5 . 104
¥. Antnor Youss—FEasant ProPerTiEs 1v FRAWOR,
1787-1887 i ; X f X ¥ . Ml
YL Tee BScarremivg axp Ewntasonda of SMALL
PaR0ELS OF LAND 18 FRANCE, . . . 178
VIL. A YEomaw's HoMg I¥ TR DaLEs SixT¥ YEARS
Brvce f B i 3 i i ; « 204

MAP,
A FeexcH EsTATE . ¥ . : Eow Frontispisce






I

FOREIGN OPINIONS ON PEASANT
PROPERTIES

It is strange that in the numerous discussions con-
cerning Peasant Properties, Germany, where they
abound, is comparatively hardly alluded to.  Their
eondition there is, however, eonsidered to ba =0
serious, that three Government Commisaions
have simultanecusly been issued to inquire into
the remedies necessary to counteract the evils
connected with the present state of their land
tenure—one by the Prossian Minister of Agri-
culture in 1883; another for the Grand Duchy
of Baden, which is considered the most searching
and corfiplete ; the third by the Society of Social
Economy, which has been carried out by local
inquiriea in all parts of (ermany, Bavaria,
Anstria, the Rhine Provinces, Westphalia, Meck-

_ Ilenburg-&hwaﬁn, ete. “The fear that haunts
I B



