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TRANSLATOR’'S NOTE.

In mrceading to the publishers” request to translate this
:lnlﬂ.u.u.hnghﬂlni:unh ljmuﬂlhnl'.. l-pu‘l“mma:mphng.
most interesting task, | was laying myseli open to & esrtain
amount of controversy with the muthor: a fact that only
mumdmynh:ntrmmhmmwadmllul&gluh
version.

The composer of the " Sette Canzoni,” the " lmpressioni
of the modern ltalian school o ramarksbls & movement, is
fummim’ulnn:]mn:]:mnpu‘mm]ity.lnﬂrunmdcim
and ms m writer, not bo raise some differences of opinion on
certain points ; but it is preciscly this fact that makes the
present work one of excepronal interest.
of thoughts of so subjective s nature is fraught with some
dangers: they are all o smasily colonred by the views of
l.lnuhh:whn:snu contant with a puraly mechanicsl
enough, in many cases, to accept the liberties | have miesn
with his text in trying to convey his meaning rather than
hi= exact words—a procesding often necessitated by the
varying shades of subtlety between the two languages—
but wherever he has been unable to agres with my verson,
| have yinlded 1o his superior right to claim full responaibilivy

A bock on the orchestra by a writer who is himsel one
of the most remarkable orchestrators of our time, cannot fail
to appeal to all who are intersested in the subject; but it
should do more than that. for the shrewd and illuminating
ohservations on music generally with which the litle work
is tightly packed, make it a most valuable addition to every
rvesic-lover's library,

ERIC BLOM.
London, Scpiember, 1921,






PREFACE,

“ Plutarch despises. those philosopliers who
wrge us fo acfion buf who fail to demonstrate
by their works, or their precepts, how the
dvice s to be carried ouf; ke compares them
fo a man whoese famp needs refilling with off,
but whe rests content to stiv it with a small
metal point i order that it may stifl give ouf
light though lacking afl.

“ | have after reflected on this very admir-
able Breceft, and if bhas induced me fo discourse
an the Art of the Goldsmith,”

Thus spoke Benvenuto Cellini in the pre-
Jace fo Ris “ Treafise on the At of the
Goldsmich.” :

I have faken the liberty of borrowing
Jrom him Plutarck's concept, in order fto
explain how | came o write aboutr the
Orchestra.  This Kttle book iz nof meant to
be a Treatise, it is merely a collection of
ebservations whick | could have developed on
a much vaster scale, if only | had had the
desire to do se.

. F M,



