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HENRY WARD BEECHER

IMMORTALITY



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Hexny Warp Berourr, preacher, orator,
lecturer, writer, editor, and reformer, was
born at Litchfleld, Connecticut, in 1813,
He was by nature and training a greai
pulpit orator. Mr. Beecher kept himself

in perfect physical condition for his work.
Eehmdﬂmhadamumafvm.lﬂ-
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rhetorieal mia.nnar, but o flexible instro-
ment, that accommodated itself readily to
awrr! M&d of thought and every shape
o

He had deep sympathy for all men, and
this with hhi.ntama dramatic power often
earried him into the wildest and most ex-
alted flighta of oratory., Phillips Brooks

mhﬁndthfe E gmmnﬂ;ﬂr;rdad

as the most highly Eftad of modern
preachers. He was less, patriotic,
elear-headed, witty, and self-sacriflcing

Dr. Wilkinson nktiu him "the’Fmt
pulpit orator the world ever aaw,
died in 1887.



H. W. BEECHER

1813—1887

IMMORTALITY"®

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we ars
of ol men most miserable—I1 Cor. xv., 19,

ais i8 not the declaration of a universal
prineiple: it iz biographical and per-

songl. And yet, there is in it a prin-

eiple of prime importance. It iz true that
Pau! and his compeers had eacrificed every-
thing that was desr to man for the sake of
Christ. Paul kad given up the place that he
held among his countrymen, and the things
which snrely awaited him. He had consented
to be an exile. Loving Palestine and the
memory of his fathers, as only a Jew counld
love, he found himself an outeast, and de-
spiged everywhere by Iua own people. And
the catalog that he gives of the safferings
which he felt keenly; whmh erhaps would
not have been felt by & man less suseeptible
than he, but which were no less keen In his
cape—that catalog shows how much he had
given up for Christ. And if it should turn

'From ‘‘Plymouth Pulpit Bermons.’’ By permis-
gion of the Co -Behool and Pub-
un'E n:ng:ﬂm;lﬁnnﬂa:rn u
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out that after alli he had followed a mere
fable, & myth; that Christ was but & man;
that, dying, He had come to an end ; that Ha
Htaj‘e-d dead, and that there was no resurree-
tion, no future, but only that past through
which he waded, and that present in which
he was suffering, then, surely, it would be
true that of all men he was most miserable,

This is the biographical view; but it may
be said of all men, in this respect, that no per-
sons can so ill afford to lose faith of immor-
tality as those whe have had all their affec-
tions burnished, deepened and rendered sen-
gitive by the power of Christianity. When
Christianity has had the education of genera-
tion after generation, and has shaped the style
of ita manhood, and ordsined the institutions
by which ita affections have been enlarged and
purified ; when, in short, generations of men
have been legitimately the children of Chris-
tisnity, to take away from them the faith of
immortality would be a craelty which could
have no parallel in the amount of suffering
which it wounld enteil,

It is not necessarily true that men without
& hope of Christianity wonld have no incite-
ment to virtue—eertainly not in the ordinary
way in which it is put to us. Abstractly, it
is said that virtue iz its own reward—and it
ia, If there was enough of it to amount to
anything, it would be a great, an exceeding
great, reward; but where it is a spark; a
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