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# Religion never wag desiraed
To make our pleasures less™
RRirE,

" Mo entertainment ie eo chaap as rerding, nor any pleasune so lasting”
Loy Mary Wortley Hontague,

# The knighta are dust,
Their swords are st
Their squls are with the aninta wa trus.t.."'

The Charch was old and grew, with ivy clinging to the walls, and ronnd
the I}c:}'n:.h It was & very quiet place, ax sigh o plage should be, save for
the cawing of the mks wha hed boilt their nesta among the braoches of
womne tall old traas.

# Lt us wade here” vejoine] Mell, Y the gate iz open.  We will sit in Lhe
church porch fll you eome back.”™

“ A good place, ton,” said the sohoolmastier, placing his portiwantess on
the stone seat,

It war & very aged, phoetly place. The charch had heesn bailt many
hundreds of years ageo, and bad onee hed o convont or monascery attached ;
for arches in roins, remains of oriel windowe, and fragments of blackened
walls were yet granding. They wdrdred everything—ihe cold, grey porol,
the mullione] windows, thie venerble gravestones dotting the green chorch-
Fard, the auciaot tower, the ey weatheronck, 1he beown thalehed roods of
vottngre, barn, and homesiead, peeping from wmong the trees ; the stream
thnt rippled by the distant watermoill, the bluoe Waleh meuntains far awoy

fekens' Ofd Ouriasity Shop.
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vi.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION,
WITH ADDITIONS.

The thousand copies which comprised the first edition of
my work on Tong, its Parish Church, and early history,
having been exhausted, and the demand for the hook by
antiquarians and vistors alike continuing, 1 am persuaded to
launch this second and enlarged edition with much con-
fidence and hope of public approval.

_ The numerous illusteations and additional subjects will, 1
imagine, increase its general interest and usefulness,

These latter embrace :—

The Hengist Tradition.

Some account of the Earl of Bradioed's Limily and ancestry.

Nates upen tho Restoration ef ithe Church, Sfaba found, the Stanley
Tomb, &c., aml nomervas revisions throeghone.

An weconnt of Tong College and its quadnt rules.

A docoment vecording the Perambulation of the Poundiry of the
Lotdship or Manor and Parish of Tong in 1918, with [ocal notes upen
perambulations, millers, maypoles, the tithe piz, marlpits, Tong
tournament, factory, and clockmakers, surnames, &,

Memoranda of the Durant family.

Tong Church Hegisters, and a2 Proclamation foond in the parish
chest as to Gunpowder Plat,

Some account of the famous Ladies of Tong, viz. ! Venetia Lady
Digby, Lady Miary Wortley Montaroe, Mrs Fitzherhert, Tanhella
Foresler, Lady Stafford, Dorothy Vernon.

Some account of Boscobel, which ia just vutside T'ong parish, and

rticularly of the Royal Oak, the shelter of King Charles IT: the
mthitl.l Penderels of Hubbal Grange in Teng,  The Munneries of
White Ladies and Black Ladles, immediaicly oo the cutskirts.

Early Tieeds of the Pemburges, Vornons, and Stanleys, forming a
portion of this cdidor, are of interest to antigquarians, and will help,
when time permits a [ullec examination, to throw more light npon the
ancient hiztory of Tong,

I desire Lo record my grateful thanks to the Earl and
Countess of Fradford for their kind and approving letters
written on the publication of the first edition, I must
also mention the valuable help rendered me by Mr. Walter
de Gray Birch, F.R.5.L,, of the British Museur, and by MS.
Notes of the Kev. I3, G. Lawrence, a former Vicar of Tong.

To others, whose names are mentioned throwghout the
work, I am desireus to express my obligations for their

courlesy,
GEORGE GRIFFITHS.
Weston-under-L izard,

30tk Apvil, 1894



vii.
PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

This little book has been printed in the hope that it may be wsefol in

ing the mamories of those visitors o Tong Church who are already

in some deyree acquainted with its ancient and hiscoric associations: while

to the many tourises from neighbouring towns whe resort to the village,

it may be not only 4 ** geide ™ to the building, but a reminder of a plessant
hobiday,

The compiler is not uncenscicns of theimportance and delicacy of snch
4 lask as the description of Tong Church, but hiastens to defend its publica-
tion as supplying the great want of 8 handy comprehensive guide to a
mitch-visited edifico,

He has endeavenred o introdace, where possible, comments opon its
rich comtents by abler hands, completing the remainder with an ordinasy
notice of things as they are to be seen ot present, Helby that neither
such simple lanmeage—nor indeed ¢he cxistence of conflicting opinions

wpon matters of remote dae—will he allowed to detract from the Tustre
pertaining to the objects themselves.

e has to a-xErm.-s: hiz thanks o thozs strangers and friemds who have
favoured him with interesting notes.

GEOQ. GRIFFITHS.
Westen Bank, Skifaal,
13,

SRR

Lertzy ¥eol THE EARL OF BRADFPORD.

Waston, Shiinal, Feby, §, 155z,

My Drar Sim—Let me thank you very much for the boak yon hawe sent me on Tong
Church, I ‘thanh L ﬁduﬁr:,r nicely pat up, besldes the marlie of ite contents a5 a gulde o
Lang Charch awd fFarlsh: )

fhm laaked fhrouph It and it appears to me o ba Al of eorrest Infoemation,
ghven In a papolar way, I hepe it may prove swocessdul; and will gecieinly recommand
Fricmds 19 buy it :
1.3 ¥rs, very faithially,

[Signed) BraproRD.

LetTin Faad THE CoUrrass or BraDroRD.

Weaton Park, Shifnal, Sopt, 8, sis,

Sir—1 am quite delightad wich your book, awd accept it with mach pleasare. 1

ha.?w::;dla Erani pn‘}t ak it, H.Ill?ll ahall ﬁ.tn‘ﬁ’; itohe day ln the Chozch of Tong, 1 cannot

bif think it 1% 3 beok that wilk make 1ts mark i the County. | wanta EUL-;L LURE-L R

glve away to 4 friend, and 1 doulstlces shall wasi several morce. Wikl thasks pid cons
atnlations ob it success.

e Believe mae,

Woursd wuly,
uu:rﬁimw:tl SgLisa L. BRanron.



