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FOREWORD

VERY person in the world capable of rotional

thought wishes and hopes not only for tmmedi-
ate peace, but that, so far as humon agencies can make
it, war shall be made tmpossible in the future. [t s
inevitable that thinking men, although inspired by the
same high wmotwes, shall differ as to the means to
secure permonent peace and eguity between nations,
Written instruments il not alter human nature, nor
can the passions of wen in the last recourse be con-
trolled by signed pledges, but that treaties between
honorable nations consistent with their normal life
and progress ave enduring, has been proven.

We believe that Presdent Wilson, My, Taft, Sena-
tor Lodge, and Senator Knox, whose recent speeches
we have reprinted here, have one thought in common,
and that is their wish to see the present negoniations
in Paris result in o permanent equitable peace for all

peoples,
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TexT oF CovenaNT oN Leacue or NaTIoNs
REap By PrRESIDENT WirsoN aT PLENARY
SesstoN oF THE Prace CoONFERENCE AT
Paris, FeBrRUARY 14, 191Q.

COVENANT
PREAMELE

N order to promote international codperation and
to sectre international peace and security by the
acceptance of obligations not to resort to war,

by the preseription of open, just and honocrable re-
lations between nations, by the firm establishment of
the understandings of international law as the actual
rule of conduct among Governments, and by the main-
tentance of justice and a scrupulous respect for all
treaty obligations in the dealings of organized peoples
with one another, the powers signatory to this cov-
enant adopt this constitution of the League of
Nations.
ARTICLE ONE

The action of the high contracting parties under the
terms of this covenant shall be effected through the instru-
mentality of meeting of a body of delegates representing the
high contracting parties, of meeting at more frequent inter-
vals of an Executive Council, and of a permanent inter-
national secretariat to be established at the seat of the
League. :

ArticLE Two

Meetings of the body of delegates shall be held at stated
intervals and from time to time as occasion may require for
the purpose of dealing with matters within the sphere of
action of the League. Meetings of the body of delegates

Fi




shall be held at the seat of the League or at such other place
as may be found convenient and shall consist of representa-
tives of the high contracting parties. Each of the high con-
tracting parties shall have one vote but may not have more
than three representatives.

Articr® THREE

The Executive Council shall consist of representatives of
the United States of America, the British Empire, France,
Italy, and Japan, together with representatives of four other
States, members of the League, The selection of these four
States shall be made by the body of delegates on such prin-
ciples and in such manner as they think fit. Pefding the
appointment of these representatives of the other States,
represenmiatives of shall be members of the Executive
Council. :

Meetings of the council shall be held from time to time as
occasion may require and at least once a year at whatever
place may be decided upon, or failing any such decision, at
the seat of the League, and any matter within the sphere
of action of the Leapue or affecting the peace of the world
may be dealt with at such meetings.

Invitations shall be sent to any power to attend a meeting
of the council at which matters directly affeciing its interests
are to be discussed and no decision faken at any meeting
will be binding on such powers unless so invited,

ArTicLe Four

All matter of procedure at meetings of the body of dele-
gates or the Executive Council, including the appointment
of the committess to investigate particular matters, shall be
regulated by the body of delegates or the Executive Council,
and may be decided by a majority of the States represented
at the meeting.

The first meeting of the body of delegates and of the
Executive Council shall be sumenoned by the President of
the United States of America,

Arrrct FIve
The permanent secretariat of the League shall be estab.
lished at . which shall constitute the seat of the League.
8

L




