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Introduction.

—tpfi—

“H'HE Manuscript from which the following
Chronicle of London hes betn transeribed
forms the latter portion: of & amuall parchment book
in ontavo, preserved among tha Cottonian Mana-
seripts (Cleopatra, A FL), and commetices st
folia §4. It is written in the old Norman French,
and from the handwriting appears to have besn
cotpiled about the middle of the foortcenth
century, bat unfortunately po clue exists by which
the name of the writer can be gecertained, The
period which it embraces is from the 44th of
Henry IXL to the 17th of Edward IIL, and at
the commencement of each year are recorded tha

names of the mayory and sherifis of London." =
With these worde Mr. Aungier begios his
introduction to the origingd text of the Chroniche
" Mr. Aungier's Introdwction to the Wormen-

Freneh Text, published by him for the Camden
Society.
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of London. The present editor has always re-
gretied that this edition should have been insmed
without & translation: the ancient Norman-French
it which the M3, I written i3 almost incompre-
hengible to all but one who has made this dislect
his special study, and the interest therefore of the
Chronlcle is rouch diminished. Tt s fn the hope
of being useful b0 many who, till now, have been
unable to make use of this valeable MS5,, that
the present transktion has been undertaben.

A desire to render the following pages more
sttmckive to the general reader, has indoced the
editor Lo insert moat ol the copious nates added
by Mr. Aungier to hix edibon; and, in & few
instances, he haa snbjoined ilostrations or explan-
utioms of his own, whera it 2ppeared to him that
the text was in need of such elucidation,

The following deserdption of cld Loodon and
her inhebitants, daring the period embraced by
the chionicle, an era in every nspact ag important
a1 any in our annala, wmay not he thought wnin-
Leresting: it is quoted from Mr, Anogier's Intro-
duction :—

“ Procreding costward slong the Strand,' the

T AL a very early iod, the JStrand, |t appesn
formed n parrty of thcpzanki af the Thames, and
remained o1 o presd after all other 'P:Irl.l in the
vicinity of the growing Landon had lost their native
character and appearance, In 13105 it is stated that

—
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vislfor in the T4th comtury wouold approach the
cuter barxier of the city, which marked the extent
of its libertizs; and which, from the adjoining
maghificent house of the Templars, was named
Temple Bar. Pazsing Lhis batrier, which frem the
name constantly used in old documents seems Lo
have been merely a bar, he woold enter Fleet
Street, at thin period not devoted to any perticalar
trade, but abounding In shops, and surreunded by
& populoons neighbourhood ; then, passing on the
tight hand the noble convent of the White Friars,
he approached, tiot & broed steeet, but & river,
tolerably broad, and with & very rapid current,
from whence wes derived itz name, the Fleet,”
the foctway at the entmase of Temple Bar, aod from
thence to the Pelace of Westminster, war wo bad that
the feet of hotaemy, snd fich and puoor men, received
constant damage, prtloulardy in the rainy season; at
the szme time the footrny wan interropted by thicher
and dwrher. The sites of two of the bridges in the line
of the Strand at thet _p:rmd are marked out and prc-
served by the omnses given to the lapes through which
their channele Found way,~—Ivy-bridge Lane and
Strand-bridge Lane, opposite the end of Mewcastle
Street. (Fonight's London)

' The Fleet has its origin [m the high grounds of
that most beantiful of heaths, Humpstead ; nor did i
waters for aome centuries belie the place of their birth.
From Humpetead it peesed by Kentih Town, Camden
Town, and the old chureh of St Pancras, tewards
Barrde Bridge, In the neighbourheod of which piace an
aochor i said to have been found, from which it is
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aird which at this period was crowded with small
vessels laden chicfly with lime end charcoal, and
bound o the wharfs which extended as far an
Battle Bridge, now called King's Crosa.  Crossing
Fleet Bridge, he would now enter Ludgate Strest;
and, passing on the right hand the large convent
of the Blackfriars, whose Goc gardens extended
down to the Thatoes, he crossed the draw-bridge
that spavned the wide city ditch, and, passing
beneath Eing Lud’s gate, enteced the city.  There
the wide strect of Ludgate opeed to his view the
wesgt front of Lobdon’s chief pmement, S5t. Faal's
church, Quitting this noble sbmcture, &nd passing
&long the churchyeard, which was open for passen-
gers during the day, the spectator woald onter the
"West-Cheepe,” 2 wide and aknest triangular
area, fepmed by the sireet now called Cheapside;
and & fHeld named i old records the Crownsild,
which scems to have extended along the southern
side nenr the top, and also included part of what
is now Paternoster Row, In the midst of this

inferred, that veoels most have anciently prsed from
the Thames se far up the river. It next direeted its
coarss part Bagnigge Wells and the Hooee of Correc-
tion, towards the walley ot the back of Moant Plearant,
Warner Street and Saffron Hill, and 0 to the bottom
of Holbuen, Here it received the waters of the Old
Bourne (whence the name Holborn] which rose wear
Middle Row, and the channel of which I'n'nm the
uwcrnt'Hoibm Hill to this day. 4



