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INTRODUCTION.

Frw stories of cadet or student
iife have impressed me as did “Das
Edle Blut.” Told so simply—so
naturally—as to read like a steno-
graphie report of the old colonel’s
own language, it is so strong a word-
picture of Germen cadet life, go true
to human nature and so touching in
its pathetic close, that I could not
regist the desire to place it before
Ameriean readers of soldier tales,
The permission of the author hav.
ing been graciously given, the trans.
lation has therefore been made, and.



4 INTROD UUTION.

while all stories must lose in trans.
lation, it is hoped that among our
youth its manly lesson may not be
lost,

That I should venture to add to
it a cadet story of our own is indeed
hazardous, but I tell it because cer-
tain of its incidents were instantly
recalled by the glowing pages of
Ernst von Wildenbriich, the gifted
* author of “Das Edle Blut.”
Crarres Kivg,

Captain U. 8. Army.

Bleamer Kaiter Wielm 1.,
North German Lloyds,
Nearing Naples, December 15, 1595,



NOBLE BLOOD.

1 wowpgr if there really can be
im this world people who are utterly
devoid of curiosity; people who
are capable of passing by a person
whom they see gazing intently at
some unknown object, without ex-
periencing the least desire to pause,
follow the direction of the other's
eyes, and find out what so myste-
riously attracts his attention.

I, for my part, should any one ask
me whether I belonged to that
strong-minded ciass of human beings
could scarcely answer “ Yes” with a



8 NOBLE BLOOD AND

clear conscience ; for there was once,
long since, an oceasion on which I
not only experienced that itch of
curiogity, but ignominiously sue-
cumbed to it, and did as every
other inquisitive person would have
done under the cireumstances,

The event to which I refer took
place one summer afternoon in an
inn of the old town in which I
followed the profession of the law,

The room in which we sat was
on a level with the great square
outside, of which its windows com-
manded a foll view.

At this hour of the day it waa
ususlly almost deserted, a state of
things very agreeable to me, as I
have always been a friend of
golitude.



