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PREFACE

purpose of the accompanying investigation
is to call attention to the general!, practically
international, interest in the Christ figure and the
message of Christ, as indicated in the writings of
certain novelists and dramatists of note. The
prominence of the authers, the popularity of the
works treated, as well as the simultaneity of the
publication of the latter, have seemed to warrant
a consideration of these recent writings, as press-
ging a pronounced religious trend in the cultural
development of the immediate future. It is very
significant that such unanimity of interest should
prevail among the leading authors of various
countries, when otherwise general confusion reigns
as to moral and religious standards. In this
connection, it seems appropriate to lay particular
stress upon the interpretive and prophetic function
of literature as its prime heritage of the past.
These two or three considerations form the justifi-
cation of the title: The Promise of the Chrisl-Age
¢n Recent Liternture.

In an appendix are grouped the titles of fifteen
to twenty other novels and dramas by representa-
tive authors of various countries, which serve to
make the position assumed even more tenable.
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iv Preface

The individual works denoted in the following
table of contents, have been treated in sorne detail
with reference to the main theme—Christ or the
Christ regenerate—on the ground that foreign
works are not usually accessible to the average
American reader. Such treatment has further-
more afforded opportunity to point out how the
most varied and wide-spread movements of our
day align themselves with respect to the personality
of Christ.

W.E M.

OesxLm, O, January, 1913.
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The Promise of the Christ-
Age in Recent Literature

INTRODUCTION

all periods of transition there are naturally

two predomingnt tendencies; the one is called
rejection and its path is marked by unseemly
ruins; 'the cther is called assertion and its way
is marked by the most manifold and waried
structures imaginable, The impression made by
either or both is that of a cheos.

Such a condition prevails in many fields of
human activity to<day. For instance, reference
might be made to the effects of the application of
scientific standards. Under the caption "“Effi-
ciency,” the scientific spirit has thrown the indus-
trial and technical world, and, to some degree, the
educational, also, into a state of confusion and
discord.

On the other hand, the changes that are being
caused by the awakening sense of socal justice, -
are not less evident. This spirit has made itself
felt in the fields of naticmal, state, and civic



