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PRIEFACE.

These narvatives and roviews of five most in-
teresting Stako trigls were published in ¢ Black-
wood's Magazine ™ in 1800-80, and subsequently
reprinted, among other contributiona of tha same
aothor, In a volume entitled  Paradozes and
TPuzzles”

Tho publishers pregent thin Amcrican edition
with the helief that it will prove attractive to
general readers as well ag the legs] profession and
add a pleasant varioty fo the semes of * Lamuvarn
Baopwsrions.”

Junuary, 1878,
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JUDICIAL PUZZLES.

L

EIJZABETH CANWING.

Every onc has heard of the case of Elizebeth Can-
ning. It is constantly quoted, constantly relied up-
on u8 an suthority for propositions the most diverso
and even contradictory. There is o general vague
ides that an ingenious fraud wias by some marvel-
ons agency deteeted, that innocence wea rescued
from imminent peril, and truth vimdicated ; but by
what means or under what eironmstances this took
place, who was innocent and who was guilty, very
fow of those in whose mouths the name of the cusc
i3 most familiar would be able to say, To any one
who has taken the pains to make himself master of
the case, this hazy condition of mind will be any-
thing but purprising. It is in trath, perhaps, the
most oomplete and most inexplicable Judicial Puz-
zle on record ; and after reading four hundred and
twenty-nine papes of close bad print, in the 13th
volumne of the “State Triale” a candid man will
find himself squally amazed at the zeal, the indus-
try, the ingenuity with which it was songht to dis-
cover where the truth Teally lay; and the way in
which, notwithstanding the fullest and moat patient
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