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TO THE READER.

Tue Scriptures call upon us to redeem time: now, to
redesm time is, 1. Tosee that we cast none of it away
in vain, but use every minute of it as a most precious
thing, and epend it wholly in the way of duty. 2
That we be not only doing good, but doing the best
good we are able. 3. That we do the best things
in the best manner, and in the greatest measare, and
do s much good as possibly we can. 4 That we
watch for special opportunities. 5. That we presently
take them when they occur, and improve them when
we taka them. 6. That we part with all that is to be
parted with to save our time. 7. That we forecast
the preventing of impediments, the removal of our
cloge, and the obtaining of all helps to expedition
in duty. This is the true redemption of time, accord-
ing to the judgment of a reverend divine,

And, indeed, the consideration of the shortness of
our time in this world ehould hasten us in the work
and service of God, * I must work the works of
Him that sent me,” saith our Saviour, “ whilat it is
day; the night cometh when no man can work,”
Jobn ix. 4. T have but a ehort day, the time of this
life, to do the work which my Father hath sent me to
finish here wpon the earth ; and now I must hasten
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vi TO THE READER.

it, for the time is at hand, I shai]l shortly be delivered
into the hands of sinners to be erocified. When the
manter of the vineyard saw some standing idle st the
eleventh hour, he checked them for it; * Why stand
ye here all the day idle 7* Do you not know, that it ia
but one hour until night ; eleven parts of your life are
already gone, there is but one of twelve remaining,
Iz it not & ehams for you yet to be idle? How ought
you now to hasten, when but the twelfth part of your
short life yet remaineth |

A great part of this short life is taken up in such
& manner, that litte of it is well spent. All the time
of our life, til the time of our conversion, may be
put aside, a8 mo time or life to us. And after our
effectonl calling, sleeping takes up a large part of our
time; eatingand drinking another part, and far more
of it is spent in doing nothing, or in doing that which
is evil. Let a man be as frugal and as thrifty of hia
time as he can, yet much of his life will go this way.
In our old age many weaknesses draw on, and when
we would do good, we are disabled by age and sick-
pess. We are Joog ere we begin to do the work of
God, and are soon weary of well doing. Our glass is
almost run, before we begin to live indeed, and at the
entry of our spiritual life, we begin to die by infir-
mity ; 8o that by & just survey of our time, we shall
easily find, that God, who asks the tithe of our sub-
etauce, scarcely gets the hundredth part of the time
of those who know best how to spend it

Congider the greatnese of the work that every
Chiristian has to do in this short ime. How great a



T0 THE AEADER. vii

work i it to get a broken heart, our bearts being
naturally bearts of stone |  How grest a task to get
an eatablished assurance of the love of God, we hav-
ing such evil hearts of unbelief! How great a work
to get forward, and grow in grace, our hearts being
g0 full of corruption, eating out and wasting the
strength of grace ; 8o inclined to backeliding and de-
clining, having s0 many things to press down, so
many weights banging on!  How great & task to es-
cape the corruption that is in the world, and to escape
50 many spares as are sel in all places! How great
a work to get & free and enlarged heart | How hard
to walk constantly in the Spirit! How hard to do
the work and perform the service of God, in the
power of the Spirit! How dificult to walk in & con-
stant communion with the Lord! What diligence
then ought we to use in the service of God, being so
much straitened with time, and having so much to
do, and 8o great a task laid upon usl

Moreover, the shortness of life, compared with the
greetness of the account that isto be given at the end
of this life, should move us with great diligence to
hasten in the work and service of God. A great ac-
count is to be given to God after a short life, and
therefore great diligence must be used, that it may be
an bappy and joyful account, and that we may be
sure to have all our sins blotted out of the account,
and to have many works of obedience, many pleasing
services acceptable to God through Jesus Chriat, put
into the reckoning. Every master calls his servants
to account for what be pute into their handg, as to the
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improvement thereof. And God will call men toa
reckoning for every talent, and inquire how they
have improved them ; what they have done for the
glory of God, for the interest of Christ, and for the
good of their own and others’ souls. All our talents
are written down ; our using, our abusing them ; our
spending, our mispending them: all the times of
God's patience, forbearance, and long-sufferance, are
registered in God's account book. All the mercies
and blessings we have received ; all the ordinancesof
God, and means of grace we have enjoyed ; all the
powerful sermons we have heard,—all are written
down in the book of God's remembrance, and in the
book of our consciences. We shall all be called to
give an account, Matl, xxv, 15—19. Let usall mind
the day of account, and not put it far from us, in hope
that our Master will defer his coming; but let every
one labour so to do, as he desires to be found at his
coming.

Furthermore, consider that everlasting state which
follows upon so short a life, and which shall be ac-
cording to this short life, aod suitable unto it. Now,
when everlasting life follows npon & short life, well
gpent to the glory of God, and everlasting woe and
migery upon & life, spent according to the course of
this world, by those that live in the flesh, oh what
gpeed, industry, and diligence should men use in im-
proving their short livea in the service of God, that
they may inherit everlasting life, and escape everlast-
ing torment !

Finally ; after this short life, we shall have no more
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Ench opportunities (as now) to glorify God here on
earth ; we shall hear no more sermons, enjoy no more
eabbaths, his Spirit shall strive with us no longer
* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor know-
ledge, mor wisdom in the grave where thon goest,"
Eecl. ix, 10. Death will take away those opportuni-
ties which the life of man affords ; therefore every
man ought to put forth his might and best strength
in improving his ehort life to the glory of God.
How may this reprove our prodigal and lavish mis-
pending of our short lives! Men that have but a
little store of such and such things are sparing and
thrifty in dispensing and disposing them : scareity of
any sort of provision induces men to be sparing of
it. What is more scanty than time ? What has a
man less store of than of Jife ! No man knows how
little he has, and he that has most, has but little.
Many reckon upon many years of life to come, who
perhaps have not so many days, it may be not so
many hours, as they reckon yeara. The truth is, no
man js sure of any more than the present time of his
life. AT the time past which was ill-spent, is lost;
and whether any be yet remaining to you is uncer-
tain: and if any be, it is a8 Tikely to slide away from
you without profit, as that which is past, if now you
are Javish and careless in losing and casting away the
present time. How easily may Satan lead you on
step by step tohell, whilst you please yourself with
thoughts afar off for beaven, with remote purposes
for heaven and newness of life! Have you not



