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FOREWORD

In the spring of 1912, Dr. Poebel was granted permission
to study the historical and grammatical texts in the Baby-
lonian collections in the University Museum, and was employed
by the Museum during the summer of 1913 and during the
winter of 1913—14 for the purpose of continuing these studies.
During these two periods, Dr. Poebel was chiefly engaged in
copying historical and grammatical texts selected from a large
number of tablets of all classes. It was Dr. Poebel’s plan to
publish simultaneously with his copies, complete translations of
all of these texts. It was also a part of his plan to reconstruct,
on the basis of the historical tablets, portions of the early his-
tory of Babylonia. Another task to which he set himself at
the same time was the preparation of a treatise on Sumerian
grammar based upon the grammatical tablets in the Museum’s
collection.

Neither of these tasks had been completed at the time
when Dr. Poebel's duties called him back to Germany in March,
1914. [t was decided, however, to publish that portion of the
work which had been completed and to bring out the remainder
at a later date. This volume contains that portion of the pro-
jected historical studies which was completed in March.

Dr. Poebel had just corrected and returned the galley

proofs at the time when communication with Germany was
()
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interrupted by the war. In justice to Dr. Poebel, it should
be stated that he had no opportunity of reading the final
proofs as he expected to deo.

Dr. Poebel's autograph copies of all the historical texts
included in this velume and many more of which trans-
lations and commentaries have not been finished, will be found
in Volume V of this series.

G. B. Gorbpon.
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