THE REIGN OF
HUMBUG: A SATIRE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649409037

The Reign of Humbug: A Satire by Anonymous

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ANONYMOUS

THE REIGN OF
HUMBUG: A SATIRE

ﬁTrieste






REIGN OF HUMBUG:

A BATIRE.



REIGN OF HUMBUG:

A SATIRE.

AR iy pa wers iend, d xopgdion va Famia®
iy 3 dus; monni hidbo dudY, Sy ebdalpesag lva,

Amisroes. Acaar¥,. 655.

LONDON :

PELHAM RICHARDSON, CORNHILL;

SOLD ALRD BY T. STEVENEON, CAMBRIDGE; AND J. L. WHEELER,
OXFORD.

1836.

66 4.



- ¥

— = -

Tom.—Tabras pirros e Siag ollrac oiu adwe, ol ifpllic;
Z&g.—hﬁa‘: aft @' Epixaar ral }g‘rn- wdris i‘yaﬁlm eal xowrr

o -
Ton—0% ydg pi AP & Yo I whdemeus abras flousves
codirThi,
Bovprepdrriis, lateorixmes, ePenmdoryupyonepitas,
Kuuhiur 7+ yopier foparendpuras, arlpu prrsvpephaas

Aswsrors, Nunes, 329,

{ The Clouds enter. )
Socrares.—Didst thon not know that these were goddesses !

Brrersianes—Nol by the Thunderer, 1 always fancied

That they weye mist, and fog, and dew, and smoke. \

SocraTEs.—Not 5o, by Jove, these are the foster-mothers
Of all our sophist spouters, crisis prophets,
Quack-med'cine venders, lisping sassnc'd dandies,
Writers of tales of fashion, ballet-masters,
And gazers afler comets,
Amrstoreanss, Crovos, Act 1.
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PREFACE

TG TRE

FIRST EDITION.

I Trust that the public will receive with much
indulgence this attempt to expose the wretched
sophistry that petvades so many affairs, whether
public or private, in the present day. I have used
the term Humbug to designate this principle, con-
sidering that it is now adopted into dur language
s much as the words Dunce, Jockey, Cheat,
Swindler, &c. which were formerly only colloguial
terms, and because I know of no word in any lan-
guage, ancient or modern, that so ftﬂ!y expresses
not only the cant but the very acts of our modern
pretenders. I have ventured to choose the style
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adopted by the authors of the Lutrin, Dunciad, and
of many other works far superior to mine; but I
believe that I shall not be found to belong to the
“ servum pecus” of imitators, ‘much less shall T
be charged with the greater sin—that of being a
copyist.

I attack no one’s opinions per se, provided they
are such that Englishmen may form and avow; but
I attack, and I wish I had ten times the power to do
it, the effeminacy, the inconsistency, the cant, the ra-
pacity we are unfortunately too well acquainted with,
The reforming place-hunter, the tyrannical spouter
sbout liberty, the theorist, the heartless philanthro-
pist, the projector, the quack, whether medical or
political, have succeeded so well lately, that it is
time some effort were made to stop them. How
feeble soever this effort may be, still the feeblest
attempt is of use, and 1 trust that the public will
give me the encouragement due to the straight-
forward and plain-spoken.

There is an observation of Pitt’s that John Bull
was like an ass,—he would bear almost any burden
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provided it was put on a little at a time. * Put on
too much at once,” said he, ** and youw'll get your
brains kicked out.” Both rich and poor, Tory and
Radical, have been pretty well burthened lately;
but some how or other no one kicks. The poor
have had successively the selling their carcasses to
the Amatomist,—the transporting their young to
Canada and Sierra Leone,—the Poor-law Bill, and
the Bastille system in prisons; the rich landlord
has had his rents lowered,—the rich merchant hes
been ruined by the free-trade system, yet all sub-
mit, and why ? the poor are humbupged with the
word liberty, and the rich by the word liberalism.
The Radical was encouraged to form political
unions, but when he formed trades’ unions they
transported him; he was permitted to sell un-
stamped papers till he threw their inconsistency in
their teeth, then he was persecuted without pity,
and made to feel the tender mercies of small hand-
cuffs and the silent system; yet such is the power
of humbug, that I have no doubt if the Whigs were
to resign to-morrow, and were to agitate” and



