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PREFACE.

R —

Burroric, in spite of the attention which in every age of the
world has been earnestly bestowed upon it, is probably to-day the
most belated of the aciencea. For this the text-books must to
some extent be hald responsible. They all, good and bad, have a
depressing air of fixity and finality. The principles of expression,
we are told, were all diseovered hundreds of years ago, they are
rigid and inalterable, not to say sacred, and the student who lays
violent hands wpon them is liable to the charge of presumption
and want of reverence. Teaching like this, in fist contradiction
to the selentific apirit, has done much to check independence of
inguiry and restriet the fleld of research. This state of affairs,
however, cannot long endure. TFhers are signs, such as the
introduction of the study of literary criticism into the eollege
enrriculum, and the investigation of what mre properly questions
of rhetoric, in the paychologieal laborateries, which indieata that
old prejudices are io process of breaking down and must ulti-
mataly be awept away. It is to take advantage of this change
of front as well as to help bring it abeot, that the publication of
this little series has besn underteken. As soon as the sclentific
point of view is assamed, the bistory of contributions to the
subject becomes of great importance. In such a history, the
two preceding issues, Lewes's ‘ Principles of Soccess in Litera-
tare ' and Spemcer's 'Pﬁilomphy of Btyle,’ will surely find & place,
and with them must be ranked the essaya of De Quincey which
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Preface. v

Literature, p. 81-78, Shadworth Hodgeon's “Genius of De
Quincey " in *Outeast Essays,” p. 1-98, and Masson’s essay in
his * Hasaye, chiefly on English Poets.' Less important arlicles
will be found in Macmillan’s 02: 101 by George Salntsbury
(reprinted in ‘Essaye in English Literatore'); Fraser's 62: 751,
63: 5L, by *H. W. 5.;" Adantic 12: 345, by H. M. Alden;
Atlantic 40: 5689, by G. F. Lathrop; North Awmerican Review T4
425, by 8 G, Brown; North American Revtew B8: 118, by G, S,
Phillips ; Blackwoed's 192 T17; British Quarterly 20 183, 88 1;
Westminster §i1: 510.

As in the previous imsues, the iolreduction and notes ave in-
tended to reinforoe, not to forestall, the researches of the stndent.

FRED N. BCOTT,
ANN ArBoR, Feb. 18, 18963,
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