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PRIEVACH

A mocrarier, I think, must be endowed with many
and varions qualities if he is nob Lo il in bie responsible
dutiea. Impartialily, in-the fivec place—that e, the absence
of wll preconceived feeling agaiust the subject of one's
porfraiture ; sincerity, too, like thal of a failhful mimror,
which will not make the mimkey look like & sainl nor the
gaink like the monley.

But, over and above all thal, the Diographer must
furnish his readers with o payclologieal key to his heros (1
had almosk said his patient's!) character.  He st i':{pnum'l
in minute detail the moral eharacter of the man, giving o
precise and sccurate sketeh of him which shall le as
luminons as opagque bodiss are when lraversed liv the
Rimteen vavs. For the deeds of 2 man, however celebrated,
only interest ng Ly reason of the mind and inner eanse we
discern in them, and by the miove or less intricate way in
which they show forth, indicate, reflect, the mvslerious
light and shade of the =oul.

In 8 worid, the human type put before us, the bemg of
Hesh and Blod, covered with elothes, armed with defianee,
fortified by the sympathy—or the hatred l—he inspires
in his contemporaries,—tlhis type must become not only
stiff and hard, but subtle and incorporeal @ so that we com-
prehend it, it must be redvuced to a simple expression in
physico-peychology, a mental equation worked out in one
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vi PREEFACE

or more volumes, the elue to which, however, must be plain
to the reader from the very first page.

This theory, I think, wust be applied in every biography
of importance, und especially in that of Bismarek, whose
strange and complex character has caused as many to
belittle as admire, whe lias been so praised and so reviled,
that it i3 difficult fo got at o proper opnion of him—
nnless you possess  the  peyehologienl Tey T Tave been
talking of,

Now Lthers pre wrilers who, situated as T oam, wonld
begin by pleading their difficullies in approaching the task.
But I think [ can promiee thar, in the following study,
readers will fnd two essentiala hitherto omitted in all
Bismarck's biographies—and these are, in the first place,
abeolufe jmpartiality, and, in the second place, a strict
peyehological theerswhich cxplaing somewhat elearly, 1
think, the strange problem put hefore the world by the
pmzzling charaeter of the man who for half o centary has
guided, in a more or less offieial capacity, the destinies of a
large parl of Farope.

I was quite 1 chilid when the mone of Bismarck was
lirst made known Lo me, not only by fire and sword ( ferre
et dgae, aceording Lo bis vwn fine lovoula), but alse by the
talle of my seniors, sowe of whom, alaz! paid the tribute
of a limb or two to the fery shot which then rained down
on poor Strasburz,  Froaw morning till evening the shells
filed the air in the weighbonrhood of our homse with a
melody 50 pleasing to my ignorant and music-mad faney,
that T resented the emoparison of Bismarck, the mdireet
cause of iy musis, to Croquemitaine, Troppmann, and
Mephistopheles, the names burled by the besieged al the
master of the German invasgion,

A short time after, T found mysell in the diffieult
situation of the wan whom the old allegorical picture
represents as naked between two suits—one in the fashion of
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vesterday, the other in that of to-morrew,  Thanks to the
treaty of Frankfort, I had all the tronlle in the world to
ot back into my former costume, which 1 was being
strongly persuaded to get rid of  The recollection of my
momentary nakedness, so to speak, long pursued me like
that of an ontrage to which 1 had nearly fallen a victim at
ant early age.  One good result T got from ig, thongh,—and
that is a great seepticism when I hear the bollow phrases
which some good patriots go spluttering

However, the ridienlous idea never entered sny head
that one single man, even theugh his nome was Bismarclk,
could be the only cause of the dipasters heaped upon my
eonntry. I prefor to see in thede o neeessary phencinelon
in the sovial and paelitical evolufion of Enrope.

Henee my impartinliby bowards the man who played
such an importanl rile in these vnhappy cirenmstonees—
to which I owe it that I was snalched Back o that shrine
of my race and fatherland which 1 lave wever since lLeew
tempted to forswear,

This much being said, T go on withous further pre-
amble io the pesychological Lkey which T promised the
reader,

Bizmarck is, evidently, from the biclogical point of
view, o man of elementel foroe awil power.  This explains
generally ihe inequalities, the cxagoerations, the centradie-
tions, the extraordinary paradoxes, out of which hie polilics
have been knended like & ball.  But that doesn’t explain
his inner naturs, which is so subtle and varied that i6 has
foumd sz many diverse inlerpretations as it has found
diverse biographers, although a single word, o gingle epithet,
joined to his name is sufticient to dispel the darkness and
to ereate light about his character,

Bismarck is, above aml Beyond all elee, o frmorist,

He has carried into diplomacy the same manner aml
way of thought as is shown by Slerve, Carlvle, Lawmb,
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Heine, und Behopenhauer in literature. Heborrows from some
of these their sly and malicions fun, from others their love
of paradox aml trifling comedy, from all their spivit of con-
tradietion, their disdain of others and themeelves, grafled on
a spirit of leotal feankoess that approaches eynicism—a
eyvuicistn which in Biamarchk’s case s almost negatived by
n oozt lively sensibility awd by a vemarkable number
of domestic wvivtves, W which, onil in whieh alone, his
monstros cootism ccases to appeat.

Ar g diplomatist he proclmms the nothingness and
vanity of all diplomacy; ns a political erator he con-
ideseends to defend himself by nothing Iut squibe and
parcasms 1more or leae witty § while toiling, ns he says, for
Gl amdd s eountrey, e Protestant pairiol, neverlleless,
confesses liis pessinisin and che unsatisfaciory nobure of his
failh,  These dislinctive fealures, so characleristio of the
fwseoriat, are especially seen in his private correspondence,
I shall give a few examples.  Awwl, tirat of all, this passage
from a letter gent to Madame Diamarck from Frankfort,
where the Federal 1Het was then sivting :

“ Unless forelen complications superveno — and  we
Federal delegates with ouwr oxtraordinary wisdom are
perfeetly incapable of cither getting into them or out of
them—I know cxpctly all we'll mecoanplish in one, twe, or
five venrs, ad | wager I'd do it in four and twenty honrs
if the others would only be sensible and sincere for a
single day.

* T alwaye knew {thege genilenmen mode their soup with
wolbiug  bub waler, buat ther present concoction s so
insipid and weak thal T confess t surprises me. Send me
vour schoolmaster or foreman on the roads, and if fhey're
washed and trimmed, theyll make ag good diplomatists us
these, I have made giganiic progress in the art of saying
nothing in an infinite number of wonds; I write letters
wany pages long, elear and precise as articles seen at the
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bottom of waler; and if, after resding them, Manteuffel
can tell me what’s inside them he's Letter up than I am!
Nobody, not even the most rabid of Democrats, ean imagine
without actnal knowledgze all the emptiness aml quackery
" that passes for diplomaey,”

Humour, by its very definition, has for mole of
expression & kind of dry itopassivity—a sensibility, true,
but a sensibility that is self-centred instead of being
expansive, a scnaibility which is often at the bottom hoth
of egotism and melancholy, sinee it eprings from the most
intimate sources of our being; and for ite aceidental
peculiarities, again, howour is often warked by a pre-
dominance of inherited physiead instincts anil affinities over
the spirifued tendencies of the individual.  "Tis this Jast
peculiarity that has made $he Trussiim giant, for all hie
apparent eapacity for inlelleclual freedom, o grim and
pafient believer, bowed down bepeall the double weight of
his Emperor and his (od, whose diverse prerogatives he
willingly confounds, attached to this tyrannie duslity like a
dog 1o his master.  Yes, like one of those groat big dogs
with which he loves to sorrennd himeelf, aml some of
which resemble him so fervibdy with their searching and
steady glower, Lheir shaggy overhunging evelrows, their
immaobile, mask-like, and leontne fealures, and the firi-
ness of their powerful jaws that open oanly to ravin or to
bite.

Bismarck himeell explained one evening to his gnests
at Forridres, how his piety, atavistic in a way,—indeed, 1
had almost said, congenital - was at Lhe Lasis of his politics
amd all his human aspirations—which, let e rewark in
passing, have put back for & cemtury, at least, the general
progress of humanity,

“L don't understand lhow anyone can live without
believing in God and a [utars life. If 1 were not a
Christian | would not consent for o juoment {o remain at




