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CONTAINING DIRECTIONS AND ADVICE TO THOSE

WHOQ DESIRE WORTHILY TO DECK THE CHURCH
AT THE VARIOUS SEASONS OF TIHE YEAR:
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THE EXPLANATION AND THE HISTORY OF THE
SYMBOLS AND EMBLEMS OF RELIGION.

Witk LIl, PLATES AN MHANY LLUSTRATIONS

By the AurtHog,

SR SRP SR SP D SRP ST SAP 2R SIB SRR

A. R. MOWEBRAY & CO.
Oxrorpt 106, S. Aldate's Street ;
Loxtos: by and 65, Farringdon Street, E.C.
1890,
lu...-

]

c..

7



ERRATA

Page pz2, line 13, for Hueren Cosorgp read Hperepns Coryp,
» 96, line 21, for Patriachal sead Patriarchal,
w 103, line 34, for sigopum read lignum,



PREFACE.

READER,

You have in your hands the froit of five-and-thirty years of my work
in one ficld of Gon's fair earth.  OF its unripeness and poor savour you cannot be
a5 consciotls as am I,

All that can be hoped, is that you may be by it inclined to a more intelligent
cultivation of that branch of the Tree of Knowledge, whenee, at the eall of Gob,
Bezaleel and Aholiab plucked the pomegranates, to deck ITis Tabernacle among
INCI.

Hence, too, unnumbered thousands after them, have gathered the cver-
vipening fruit, for the glorious service of the Sanctuary.

I count not mysell, by any means, io have apprehended the full increase of
the ages ; nor, while entering ioto the labours of others, to have done aught but
“olean after them,” For this, like Ruth, may 1 “ not be rebuied,” since 1 haye
tricd only to take what lies ready to any man's hand,

Whatsoever it is, I only offer to you what, in all honesty, T have (on the
preceding page) alrcady offered to the Giver of all good work, and the Gracious

Receiver of all well-meant labour.

Abd fe domine
lebabt oculos,
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My indebtedness to others iz well nigh infinite. " What hast thou that thou hast
not received 7" is ever true, but truest perhaps of all, in matters of art, “ Other
men laboured, and we have entered into their labours.” To write even such a
book as that which you, my reader, have in your hands, would have been a
hopeless task to any one man, had he not the benefit of his predecessors' work,

Most gratefully do I give thanks to all who have gone before me, whose
harvests | have gleaned,

From nineteen centuries of Christian act it weuld be strange if nothing were
gathered ; but the field is too wide, and the fask toe great [or one ; and I have
taken from the basket and the store of many.

It is impossible to give a (ull acknowledgment of this indebtedness, but at
least T can mention a few of those whose greater labours have lightened my
lesser tail.

Foremost in the list of modern writcrs, Iusenbeth must be mentioned. His
Embicms of the Sarmis is the storchiouse to which [ have gone aftenest, and from
which | have gathered most.  Didron's Christdan Joongrraphy, perhaps, comes
next ; but besides these two books, I have consulted many others: Parker's
Calendar of the Prayey Book ; Mrs. Jameson's Sacred and Leoendayy At ) Smith's
Dictionary of Christion Antiguities ; Boutell's Heraldry ; Walcot's Dictionary of
Avelacology ; Brand's Popedar Awptiguities ; Twining's Clyistian  Symedolism ;
Viollet le Duc's Déctionary ; Muzot's Tablean de fa Crodr ; Crecny’s Brasses of
Furope ; the Eeolesiofogist of the Camden Society; Palmer’s Early Christian
Symbolism, and a scove of other books, have frequently been referred to.

Nor must I omit to state that many parts of the chapters on Temporary
Decoration are, more or less, borrowed from a book edited by me in 1882, for the
then existing firm of Cox, Sons, & Ca,, as in #4a¢ book they were chiefly taken
from a former book, published many yvears ago by Mr. E. ¥, Cox,

Several of the illustrations are repmdi]ced from Didron, and others from
various standard works: but the majority of the drawings are original, and are
the result of more than thirty years’ study of ancient work at home and abroad.

For the beautiful frontispicee, I am indebted to Mr. Percy Bacon, of the firin
of Bacon Brothers, 11, Newman Street, Oxford Stroet, W.  These artists have for
several years executed all the carved and painted work which 1 have designed as
architect.

For the rest, most sincerely | acknowledge mysell (consciously or uncon-
sciously) a plagiarist and a borrower, Had it been otherwise, this book would
have been, il more " my own,” a “ still poorer thing."
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