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» REPORT.

STATE OF VERMONT.

Baniroap Coumissroxer's OFFICE,
Hurra®wp, Jony 31, 1882,

‘To His Excellency, Roswell Farnkam, Governor of Vermond :

8w :—In eonformity with the laws of the state, I have the honor
to submit my report as railroad commissioner for the two years

ending July 41, 1882
\ DUTIES OF COMMIBSIONER.

L\, Chapter 159 of the revised laws of Vermont, makes it the duty of

5
\»

the railroad commissioner to enquive info, ezamine and report
biennially to the governor certain facts in relation to the manage-
ment of the several railroads in this state, among the more impor-
ant of which are, ““any neglect or infringement of the laws for
the regolation of railroads, by officers, employes, or agents of such’
road”; the condition of each railroad, its state of repairs, and that
of its carriages, engines, furniture and equipment, and ite dondunot
and management for the public safety ; the canses of the failure of
pro railroad connections, if there has been any, and whersin
such failure consiste; the pecuniary condition and financial man-
agament of the railroads for each of the two preceding years;
whether a railroad corporation has within the two years previous
exceeded ita legal powers, or incurred a forfeiture of its franchises;
what further legal provisions should, in his {.the commissioner's)
mion, be adopted 1n relation to railroads. The law also provides
the commissioner may establish s uniform eystem of keeping
railroad sccounts 8o as to conform, as far as practicable, to a
uniform system adﬁ%ﬁ&ﬂ t:f the states of Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hsmgshire, ERhode Island, Oonnecticut aud New York.

This last provision was, in my opinion, a wise and thoughtful
one, for, from the nature of the subjecta to be ncted upon and the
magnitude of the interests to be considered, to properly frama the
necessary questions, and classily the various items that go to make
a report, would require much thought and a more thorough knowl-
edge of railroad business and affairs, as well ag a | amount of
time than is usually allotted to the members the general
aasembly for the consideration of any one eubject.

EIRE
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This matter having been left to the commissioner to establish
in conformity with the several other states, your commissioner,
four years ago, after corresponding with the commissioners of other
atates, prepared s blank somewhat eimiliar to the one approved by
the convention of railroad commissioners, held at Saratoga in
June, 1879, when this very question was under consideration and
thoroughly discnssed by the various members of the convention,
many of them having had large experiencein railroad affairs and
who had made this subjecta study for years, The blanks thus

prepared had been in uee but two years when I came into office -

snd, as the roads had but so recently began to keep their sccounts
in conformity with them, it scemed better to me to make no radical
change in the form of questions, and I have used the same form,

BIENNIAL REPORTA.

The commissioner has made sll possible effort to secure com-
plete and perfect returns from the varions roads, still several reports
are incomplete, rendering it impossible to state results as absolutely
correct, but the facts furnished are auficient to ensble me to state
sach as are believed to be substantially true. I have, as required
by law, from time totime gone over and personally inspected all
the roads of this state, as to their stale of repairs, the condition of
their carriages, engines, furnitore and equipment, as well as their
conduet snd management for the pablic gafety, and I have found
‘them, in my jndgment, not only safe, hot the older and principal
roads in excellent condition, comparing favorably with any in the
country, while the others, and these include several that are new

-and né yet incomplete, are in a very satisfactory condition.

The very few sceidents that bave ocenrred on the several lines in
this state, within the lgst two years, indieate the excellent condition
and mansgement of the roads.

By the reports received from the roads, and from what knowl-
edge I have been able to oblain b{ Earwaa] ingpection, as to their
management as required by law, I tind no neglect or infringement
of the laws for the regulation of railrpads in the stats by officers,
-employes, or agents of eaid roads.

have been received from twelve companies operating
railroads in this state, The following are the namee of companies
from which reporta huve been received :

Atlantie and 8t. Lowrence,

Bennington and Rutland,

‘Boston, Hoosac Tuannel and Western.

Central Vermont.

Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivera,

Missisquoi.

Montpelier and Wells River.

Newport and Richford.

Reneselser and ﬂarat-oﬁ:.

Bt. Johnsbury and Lake Champlain,

Vermont Valley.

Woodstock.

|




RAILEQOAD COMMIBEIONER. b

The Delaware and Hudson Uanal company operste about thirty-
gix miles of voad in Vermont, known as the Rensselser and
SBaratoga, in two divisions, one from Rutland to Eagle Bridge, the
other from Whitehall to Castleton. By their mode of keeping
scconnts, the fiscal year ends September 30. As only a small per
cent of the buginess done by the company is in Vermont no ee
rate scconnt is kept, and, as the ﬁwolr?:ar for 1882 ends E-eptamﬁ'
30, only the report for 1881 appears. Abount ten per cent of the
entire amount of this report is the estimate of the company for the
business done in Vermont. Several other lines in the state are
operated by companies outside of Vermont and the same diffioulty
applies to them a8 to the Delaware and Hudson Canal company
in keeping and making their report,

EXPREBE COMPANTES.

The United States and Canada, National, and American Mer-

chants’ Union express companies do the bulk of the exprese buasi-
ness on these mwl;s. e s

GATGE,

All the roads of this state are of mniform gauge, except the
Brattleboro and Whitehall railroad; this ie three feet. 1 am
informed by the officers having control of this road that it is very:
satisfactory, and, in their opinion, one-half of the business done.on
the varions roads in the state could be more economically and as.
satiefactorily done by this kind of road as by the ordinary gouge.
This road has been very mueh improved within the last year.

LENGTH OF TRAOE,

The total length of sll railroads in the state as now. operated by
the various companies, as far as [ have beem able to ascertain, 18
eight hundrd and fifty eg_ght miles (3568) of main line and branches,
and eighty-eight miles (88) of sidings and other track.

* ATATIONS.

The total number of stations in Vermont, as reported by all the
roads, is two hundred and fifty-five (255). The number used jointly.
with other roads is thirty {30{.

BRAEES,

At the last sesgion of the general assembly of this state a law
was enacted requiring all passenger trains to be provided with brakes
operated from the engine by the engineers. Was & wise pro-
vision, tending in 8 measare to secure the traveling publie
against serious accidents. This law has been cheerfully complied
with by all the roadain the state. .

The Westinghouse air, and the SBmith vacuum brakes are in gen-
eral use on the roads, On the Central Yermont road the Westing-
house air is being replaced by the automatic.
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COUPLERS,
The Miller platform and eoupler is in nse on eight of the roads.
SLEEPING CAEA,

Sleeping and drawing room care are run on day and night passen-
ger ms on all the pr?ncipql lines,

TAXATION.

In 1874 a law was passed taxing railroad corporations to a certain
extent; under that system the road bed and track could not be
sssessed at u valuation cxeeeding two thousand dollars for every
mile of the main line. The legislatare of 1880 passed an act enti-
tled, ““An act to equalize taxation,” by which the restriction as to
the valuation of the rond bed snd track was removed. By the
present system the roads bear more nearly their proportionate burden
of taxation. The amount, ug returned to me, for the two years
past, ending on the thirty-first day of July, 1882, bein‘f twenty-nine

thounsand, eight hun and forty-eight dollare and ninety cents
{ﬂ_g,ﬂ-%ﬂ.w]. Only part of the rouia have reported as to the taxes
id.
P MILEAGE AND TONNAGE,
Total pumber of miles run by passenger trains..... +s 2,794,460
Total number of miles run by freight trains.......... 7,132,790
Total number of miles run by constraction snd other
BIERTTNN s i i o K B T 716,023
Total number of miles run by all classes of trains..... 10,643,273
TPotal number of tona of freight carried one mile..... 489,369,283
Total number of passengers carried one mile ........, 66,255,066
Total namber of passengers carried..... ..... ..... 2,314,037

EARNINGE AND OPERATING EXPENGES,

Total receipts from all svurces, as reported by the several roads,
amount to sum of seven million four hundred and ninety-eight
thousand five hundred and eithy-fonr dollars and fifteen cents
(87,498,584.15), received as follows: From passeugers, three mil-
lion nine hundred thirty-five thousand two hundred forty-cight
dollsrs and nineteen cents (£3,035,248.19); freight, two million
eight hundred thirty-five thonsand two hundred sixty-five dollars
and sixteen cents (#2,835,265.16); mails, one huudred seventy
thousand four hundved thirty-one dollars and ninety-four centa
3$170,-131.94}: express, eighty-six thousand six hundred ninety

ollars and forty-four centa ($56,690.44); other sources, four hon-
dred sixty-six thoneand nine hundred forty-eight dollars and forty-
two cents (3466,948.42).

Total operating expenses, five million ecight hundred fifteen
thousand two huundred fifty-three dollars and sixty-six cents (25,-
815,2563.66); taxes, twenty-nine thousand eight hundred forty-
eight dollars and ninety cents ($29,848.90). Total operating
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expenses and taxes, five million eight hundrd forty-five thonsand
one bundred two dollars and ﬁﬂ?{-&]l cents ($5,845,102.56),

The total amount of business for the two years last passed shows
quite an increase over the two preceding years, both in the number
of passengers carried and amount of freight transported; yet, while
the total receipts are increased I , the total expenses are
inereaged to & still larger amount, ing the net earnings even less
than for the preceding years,

DIVIDEN DS,

Dividends to the amount of two hundred and twenty-eight thou-
sand gix bundred and ten dollars (8228,610) have been paid Ly the
roads, as follows: :

The Vermont Valley road of 1871, a dividend of four per cent on
common stock, amounting to forty thousand dollars ($40,000); the
Bennington and Ruotland, three per cent on common and preferred
stook, amounting to thirty thousand one hundred and twenty dol-
lars {330,120&; the Connecticat and Passum paic rivers railroad, of six
per cent on the Frefarred stock, amounting to one hundred and fifty-
eight thousand four hundred and ninety dollars ($158,480).

COMPLAINTE,

In Angust, 1881, complaint baving been made to me that the
bridge over the 8t. Johnsbury and Lake Champlain railroad at the
mutﬁe end of Railroad street in the village of Bt. Johnsbury was
not in conformity with the Jaws of the state in regard to raliroad
bridges, I immediately visited the place and after inspecting the
bridge and looking at the law in relation to the matter 1 came to
the conclusion that where the highway passes over the railroad such
& bridge does not come within tﬂe provisione of the statute. I alsa
submitted the question to several of the best lawyers in the state
and they were of the same opinion. This iz the only complaint
that has been made to me forctﬁze two years past as to the failure
of the railroad companies operating lines in this state to comply
with the provisions of chapter 157 of the revised laws of Vermont
a8 to the regulations respecting railroads. '

SUGGEESTIONG.

I would suggest the necessity of some legislation in regard te
these bridges, for as they now are they are not of sufficient height
to allow men to safely pass under them while standing on the tops

of cars.

There should be a law, in my opinion, making it the duty of sli
railroads where an socident has ocourred resulting in the loss of
life to immedistely report it to the commissioner that he may
enquire into the canse.

law requiring all fraina carr}finq passengers to have suspended
in some convenient and accesaible place in each TEr CAT BEOR
and bars ready o be used in esse of accident mﬁ t frequently be
the means of preventing the loss of life, and should, I think, find a
place on the statnte book. The law as it stands to-day makes it the



