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INTRODUCTION

I ax offering this reprint of the real grievances of the
Uitlanders to the public because, though the grievances
remgin substantially the same as they were eighteen monthas
ago, the public inferest in them has enormously increased,
and I find that very many people who did not care {o read an
article on them in February 1898 are now extremely anxious
to study the question and find out ¢ what it ia all about.”

For those who have not carefully considered the subject it
may ba useful to bear the following facts in mind.

The portion of South Afriea comprised in fhe British
gphere of influence—that is to say, the ferritory in which
England would not tolerate the interference of any foreign
Power, and would fight fo the death before any such inter-
ference could take place—is divided into five great provinces :

1. Natal.
2. The Transvaal.
3. The Orangs Free Btate.
4. The Cape Colony.
| 5. Rhodesia,

These five divisions comprise within their boundaries
1,159,237 gquare miles, or an area equal to the total extent
of France, Germany, Bpain, Italy, Austria, and Hungary,
and this vast terrifory has at present an extremely seanty
population. The latest census refurna are for 1891 and
1852, but reliable information shows that the whole populs-
tion, black and white, men, women, and children, of these five
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proviness does not, ineluding towns, seaports, and all the
population of the diamond fields and gold mines, -exceed
4,100,000 persons. Bcotland, with its great expanse of moors
and mountains, is not a densely-populated country: but,
while the British sphere of influence in South Africa is 881
times the gize of Beotland, the total population is less than

* that of Beotland (about 4,186,840).

To put it in another way, i London were emptied of its
inhabitants, and all the inhabitants, black and white, of these
five great provinces were brought in to fill their places, they
would not suffice to do so: there would still be houses empty
and room for more people.

The number of the white Inhabitants, men, women, and
children, of Cape Colony—viz. 876,987—is munch less than
the present population of Leeds (416,618).

The white population of the Orange Free Btate—between
80,000 and 90,000—ig lesg than the population of Halifax
(95,747).

The white population of the Transvaal, as given in the
*Stasts Almanak ' of 1899, is 288,750, very much less than
the population of Sheffield (824,248).

At a very liberal estimate the total number of Duteh
inhabitants (including Boers) of the whole of South Afriea
does not exceed 870,000 or 880,000 persons, or slightly above
the population of Dublin (361,800).

To insure that this vast territory shall be open to English
trade, and available ag & home for the surplus millions of our
population in future years, England has during the last
hundred years made enormous sacrifices. We have expended
vast aums of money, and many of our bravest soldiers have
given their lives for their country in batfle against the Kaffirs,
Zulus, and other native tribes, or have fallen vielims to the
climate., Naturaily, and rightly, England, having made the
sacrifices necessary to bring the country into a condition of
civilisation fit for the oceupation of het subjects, now says to
other countries: * We are the paramount power in South
Africa, and intend to remain so. You are most welcome to
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come and settle or trade, but you must not interfere politically
with this part of the country.’

But this position of paramount powsr entails cerfain great
and evident responsibilities.

There are in the Transvas!l many subjects of the United
Btates, France, Germany, Italy, Austria, and other eountries;
they have invegted vast soms of money in gold mining, and
they are suffering equally with the English from the intolerable
misgovernment of the Transvaal. We say to them, *You
shall not appeal to your own governments for redress of your
grievances, this is our business; any foreign country who
wighes o interfore in our gphere of influence in Bouth Afriea
must first fight and conquer England.,! Buot if England
maintains this attitude {and no British Government which
proposed fo abandon our paramount position in Bouth Africa
could remain in office a week), then the responsibility of in-
suring decent government in the Transvaal becomes an
absolute duty for England.

‘We say plainly to the Great Powers of the world, * Hands
off ; however much your pubjeets in the Transvaal are robbed
or misgoverned, if their hard-won profite are handed over
wholesale to monopolists, if their lives are not safe, and their
taxation is excessive, you shall not interfere; it iz our busi-
ness.” Very well, then; lof us attend to our business, and see
that justice is done, and fhat decent government prevails
wherever the responsibility of England extends.

The eyes of all the world are on us to see whether we are
equal to our respongibilities. The eyes of all the inhabitants
of our other colonies are on ue also, They are all asking
themselves the question, Is i worth while being a British

"eilizen? TIs England capable, and i England determined, to

securs justice for her subject whersver it is her duty to
do se?

We have been very pationt. If the United States, if
.Fra.noe, Germany, or Russia, had been in our position would
they have as patiently allowed their subjects to ba oppressed ?
It is well known that the Transvaal disposes every year of an
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encrmous sum of secret service money., It has often been
asserted, and is widely believed, that this money is spent in
stirring up animosity sgainst England, not only in South
Africa, but anywhere in the world where & journalist or a
politician can be bribed to try to injure England. - Would
any of these countries have allowed even the snspicion of such
a thing to confinue without investigating it thoroughly, and
taking the sternest etepe to render it impossible in fature if
it were proved to be true ?

The unforfurate thing ig, that by persons in the condition
of civilisation and mental development of the Boers, our
patience and forbearance are absolutely misunderstood.

Mr. Gladstone no doubt honestly believed that when, after
our defeats at Laing's Nek, Ingogo, and Majuba Hill, we gave
in, and yielded o the demands of the Boers to restors the
government of the Transvasl to fhem, they would appre-
ciate our magnanimity, and that their gratitude and love
for us would be a sufficient reward and recompense for the
intense humiliation inflicted en the English-speaking popula-
tions throughout the world, We pave them Home Rule on
the condition that our own subjects and the Boers were to be
treated exactly alike, and that the government was to be
carriad on in accordance with civilized ideas. But our mag-
nanimity they regarded as cowardics, the pratitude we ex-
pected was never fortheoming, and from that moment to this
they have oooupied themselves in ingeniously contriving ever
more and more devices by which, without appearing openly to
violate the Convention or give us a decent prefext for inter-
ference, they could absclufely defeat the intention of the
Convention that equal treatment and equal justice should be
the right of the English as well as the Boer inhabitants of the
Transvaal.

They have never made the slighfest atiempt to observe
the spirit of the Convention ; they have shown us openly that
they despise us as a poor mean-spirited race, and that they
coneider the way to treat us is to take their own way, regard-
less of our wishes or ideas, or of those of the majority of
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their own population, and only to give way when they ave
obliged.

When we had conguered the Zulus who were threatening
to aweep the Boers out of existence, thay rushed a portion of
Zulu territory called *the New Republic’ territory, to which
they had no possible right. We protested, but eventually
gave way, thereby, as many people think, sacrificing the rights
of the native population of those districts in 8 most unjustifi-
able manner, The expedition under Bir Charles Warren,
which cost the country 725,000L, was necessitated by Boer
disregard of the Convention, while the closing of the drifts
was an attempt to disregard the rights of the Uitlanders so
flagrant and so iniquitous that fhe British Government was
absolutely foreced to inferfore, and brought ue to the very verge
of war with the Tranavaal.

Evenis move so quickly that whai happened may have
escaped the memory of some of my readers, o I will briefly
recall the facte, The charges of the Netherlands Railway
Company were g0 exzorbitant, and their syslem of manage-
ment 8o oppressive, that the inhabitants of Johannesburg
determined fo get some of their supplies from Cape Colony
by ox-wagon. The Boer retaliated by *closing the drifts,’
that is to say, by ordering their armed custom-house officers
at the * drifis ° or fords fo preveni any ox-wagons crossing the
river, and so force the Uitlanders to submit to the exactiona
of the railway company. England interfered and President
Kruger had to give way ; the railway charges, however, as will
be seen in the following papers, are still flagrantly extortionate.
England in granting the Convention intended {o give Home
Rule, or self-government, to all inhabitants of the Transvaal,
English, Dutch, or foreign, but the laws insuring self-govern-
ment have been gradually altered, so that seli-government
existe no longer; af the time of the Convention all owners of
land had a right to & vote, and no difficulties were placed in
the way of the acquirement of a vote by any inhabitant who
came up to some simple conditions of qualification; but by
successive alterations in the laws these rights have been
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gradually filched away from the majority of the population,
until now all rights of government are moncpolised by a small
gronp of Dutchmen, and the self-government which England in-
tended to give has become absolutely illusory and non-existent.

The result of all this is that our position as paramount
power in South Africa is in the eyes of the inhabitants, both
white and black, gradually being undermined. To all appear-
ance the Boers are the strong and the English the weak; if
wrong and injustice flourish under the mgis of England's
suzerainty, the natural impression made on an uneducated
mind 138, either that England approvea of injuetice or that
England is powerless to remedy it. No doubt we can assert
ounrselves if we wish, but maters are not getting better, but
worse ; already we are spending half & million a year on our
military forees in Bonth Africa more than we need do, if the
Transvaal were not a centre of perpetual discontent on the
part of the English population, and a centre of intrigne
against Engiand by Boer politicians.

President Eruger and ibe extremely astote group of
politicians who surronnd him have acted very cleverly. They
have procesded 80 gradually that it has been very difficult to
fix the moment when England ought fo interfere. Bui they
have now gone toc far; our English fellow-countrymen in
the Transvaal and the subjects of many foreign powers have
formally appealed io England, and England has now de-
liberately to decide whether she is justified in continuing, as
the paramount and sugerain power, to protect the Boers from
all outside interference, and af the same time to allow the
present state of injustice and oppression to continue.

The method of reform proposed is to give the in-
habitants of the Transvaal a sufficient shars in the govern-
ment to enable them to get their own grievances redressed.
The franchise is only & means fo an end ; unless it gives the
Uitlanders sufficient political power to get their grievances ;
redressed it is a sham, and worse than nothing.

If a 40-foot ladder is necessary to enable you to reach a
certain platform, what is the use of offering you one of 80



