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PREFACE

Twurs little book is intended not only Lo point out
some of the changes in the laws of pleading, prac-
tice, and procedure, necessary to mitigate present con-
ditions resuiting in interminable delays and enormous
expense in maintaining the courts amd the adminis-
tration of justice, but also to show that a large part
of the delays, and conseguent unnecessary expense of
litigation, is not brought about by defective laws alone
but by the dilatory and faulty adminstration of the
laws we have.

The author speaks from fifty vears of active expe-
petience at the bar and on the bench, and out of an
exalted conception of the duties and obligations of the
courts, inciuding the lawyers who, as sworn officers
of the courts, constitute an tmportant and responsible
part of our juridical system.  These duties and obli-
gations are nat to clents and litigants only bul to
the whole people. by whom the courts are ordained
and supported.  The courts are not established merely
tor the purpose of deciding disputes between indi-
viduals but to serve the pullic interests in the prompt.
effective, and righteous administration of the laws.

What is said here in the way of criticism of the
manner of conducting business by the courts is not
personal, nor is it directed at any judge or judges
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in particular. It is intended to call attention to the
unfortunate habits and customs into which judges and
lawvers have fallen, and to stimulate both to & more
earnest, concerted, and codperative effort to remedy
the faults that have brought them both into just re-
proach and public disfavor.

It is believed that cur julges and lawvers, taken
as a whole, will compare favorably n standing, abil-
ity, amd integrity with these of other countries, aml
that, with rare exceptions, they are performing their
intpoartant duties conscientiously and with fidelity.  Dut
no ome connected with the courts and famibiar with
their manner of «doing business can fatl to see that
they are lax in their methods, and that they fail to
administer and enforee our laws with the promptness
that their duty requires of theno Tt is very largely
this failure to act with promptoess and with a frm
determination {0 waste no time in the conduct of the
business o7 the courts that has given rise to the per-
sistent cutery against the "law's delass™ and the conn-
try-wide demaml lor better tlings.

One of the primarv objects of this book i3 Lo im-
press upon the minds of padges ad lawvers that, in
a greater degree thin most of them think, the remedy
for thiz evil restz with them rathier than with the
law-making power, and that it les with them to re-
store to the conrts the trost and eonfidence of the
people, to which they are entitled if they do their
whaole duty,

Our courts are the representatives of justice, the
ruardians of the rights amd liberties of the people of
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a free Republic, and the protectors of the rights of
litigants as between thewselves, and as such they
should have and maintain the respect and confidence
of the whaole people.

It is hoped that what js said here may help to in-
spire in the minds of judpes and lawvers a higher
sense of the grave respongibilities resting wpom then
and a stronger determination to make the courts in
every wav worthy of the highest respect and conii-
dence.

J. D, W,

Mecember, 1918,



