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BANISHING POVERTY

Prof. Frank Huen Foster, Ph.D., D.D.
Y They ahall Hot hunger nor thirst.”'—Iaa. 49 ; 10

ne aim of Christianity has always been
I the well-being of man. Tt has always
conceived the need of men in concrete
and practical ways. A wounded traveler has
found some good Samaritan to bind up his
wounds and pour in wine and oil. The
prophet in representing the perfeetion of the
glory which God shall bring wpon Israel
thinks of common necessities, and says that
redeemed Israel ‘‘shall not hunger nor
thirst.”” *‘Fulfilling the law of Christ’'—.e.,
filling it full, completely carrying it out—
consists, according to one text, in ' bearing one
another’s burdens.”’ A spiritual good, totally
divorced from temporal and material good,
finds no support in the Bible as a goal to be
attained by the perfecting church on earth.
Men are everywhere fo feed the hungry and
elothe the naked till there be no more hungry
and naked to help.

Christianity has also always been hopeful.
It has alwavs believed that in every sphere,
greater are the forees which are for us than
those that are against nus. It has had hope
of men in spite of its theories of original
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sin, because it has believed in grace and sal-
vation. It has likewise had hope of men in
their earthly relations in spite of all the ac-
cwmulating facts of perennial misery and
poverty, because it has believed that God was
able to cast up in the desert a high-way for
men to return out of eaptivity to a land
flowing with milk and honey, Its predomi-
nant but not sole method has been to con-
vert men and to rely upon God to bring them
out of poverty and distress by the operation
of His Spirit bringing grace to their souls,
A man saved could searcely be a shiftless and
lazy man, And the history of revivals has
justified its hope.

Now and then along the path of the Church
there have been efforts made fo banish poverty
from the earth or from small sections of it
When I speak of banishing poverty from
our land, and eventually from all the world,
I wish to shelter myself from the immediate
reply I might otherwise expect, by mentioi-
ing these eflforts thus, before I come to any
propositions of my own. Else I might fear
the reproach that many a bold but wise man
from Paul down has received—'*The man’s
mad!"" To mention no other definite ease,
it was the purpose of the founders of our
own nation that no one should fail to have
land 1o cuoitivate and the full opportunity to
Zain a large prosperity. This was but secking
to fulfil the words of the prophet Isaiah.

4




