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LAND AHEAD!!

“ Abont midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near
to some country; and sounded, and found it twenty fathoms:
and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and
found it fifteen fnthoma,"—AcTs xxvii, 27-28,

Tae c¢ry of “Lond Aheadl]™ may not always produce
cxactly similar cmotioms, cven on bourl tho seme ship.
The feclings of the voyager when he hears that shout will
depend very much upon circnmstances. To the storm-worn
sailor, when the land is the headland of the haven to which
he is bound, and where he expocts to moot with loved oncs
from whom he has long been severed, that ery is us music to
his soul; but to the felon, who, apprehended in a foreign
land, iz on his way to judgment and to death, the tidinga
are s tho death-knell to his heart. And there is all that
difference in the feclings by which men are moved as they
find themselves drawing near to the eternsl world To
gome it is ps going home, while to others it i3 as poing
to appear before an insulted Judge. '

But for the most part, none of us feel ns we ghonld
in the prospect of this landing. Many still die who, though
they are “without God in the world,” yet “have no bands
in their death;” while not o fow of Ged's own children,
“through fear of desth,” are “all their lifetime subjoet
to bondage.™
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