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Noetes on the Republic of Guatemala.

ITs PrROGEE:E FRoM 1371 To 1834 THNDER THR ATMIKIETEATIGN OF
CrNERAL J. BUFno BarRRIOS. '

FATVORABLE 00OKDITIONS FUR THE TMMIGRATION oF Inpus-
TRIOUS FOREIGNERE.

BIOGRAPHICAL BRETCHES OF TRE LIFR oF Gur, J. RvFiNo BARRIOS,
Coustitotional Pregident of the Hepublic
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The Republic of Guatemala iz sitnpted fn the most novthern part of
CENTRAL AMERIOA, whick is the infermediage poiant between the two great
sections of the Awmeriean OUoutinenf, sud forms the Lsthmug which vuites
Worth and South A mecea. )

15*3

The geagraphical situation of the térritury of (fwatemala is between
132 427 and 179 49 latitude Novth, abd 832 1P and 920 36 longitude west
of the weridian of Greenwich, I

Pa

Its superficies is 6,400 squire leagues (the league of 25 to the degree
containg 5000 Bpauish yards), and its extent is from Bonth {0 North, cal-
culated from the Port of San José, on the Paciiie, to the puint whose meri-
dian crosses parallel 179 49, which is the boundury line between us and
Mexieo, 120 Ie'ﬁgues; and from East to West, from the Bar of the Motagun
River, on the Atlantic, to the other extremiry of its parallel in Guatema-
lian territory, which is a point at a short distance of the Volean of Tacand,
on the same boundary line which separates ns from Mexico, 130 leagues,
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The boundaries are: on the North, the Republic of Mexico; on the
East, the colony of British Homdluras, the Atlantic Ocean, and the republics
of Honduras and Baivador; on the Bouth, the Pacific Ocean ; and on the
Weat, the Hepublic of Mexivo,

' #n

The Republic of Guatemals enjoys an enviable temperatore, as is soon
discovered by all foreignerd who visit her. We have no extremes of cold
or heat, and we live heore in perpetnal epring, The average temperature
18 uwbout 72° Fahrenbeit; and altbough it rises in the low lauds on the
Coast, as it decreases in the highlands, atilly, in both cases, it is always
quite sapportable. It raiva frow June to Ooctober; and onea in a while
during the other months of tha year; Lut, even duriug the ralny season,
there are many days clear, and of splendid besaty. In both seasons,
Iainy and dry, the sun rises, with a fow minntes variation, at 8 A, M., and
sets at 6 P. M.

The tecritory of Goatonala is not subject to those dreadlul storwms and
burricanes which desolate peciodically othar countrisa, nor to the danger
of innmdations. '_ :

The phenomenons which eccur bers, and which somelimes have bronght
destroction among badly eonstrueted houses, ave earthiquakss, Batb it has
been obuerved, during the Iast ten years, Lhat they beesme more sl more
seprce, sl that thora baa been nona felt, of avy intensity, sinco 1874,

' P

With the exceplivn of the Pacilie coist, whare, ab the beginning and
at the end of the rainy season, il ranseld by the stagnant waters of the
sea-shore, some malignant fevers naually appear, wapecially amonyg petsons
axposed to the intemperies of the senson aud careless of their health, the
couutry, in general, is very salubrioua; so wuch so, that even epidemics
never catiaa that disastrona demovalization whicl occars in other countries,
which is due to the mildness of the climato, o the excellence of the water,
and to the good elements of sustensoee of lifa.

Cases of longevicy, reaching vue hundred and wore years, are frequent
in Guatgmala, We must say thut the vorthern coast s healthy; aund

that in that tecality the producis of the natural riches of our soil are mosk
aboudant.

*

Y
d The poprlation of the Republic of Gaatemala, aceonling to the Census
of 1880, amounts to 1,278,311 iuhabitants; of whom 951,524 belong to the
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nafive race, and the 326,437 remaining, to the white sud mixed race.

Comparing the popnlation with the extension of the territory, we find
29 inhabitants per square mile. '
' P

The Republic is divided into 23 departuments, and these into 329 muni-
cipalities; it eontains 11 eities, 32 towes, 286 villagos and 2,509 hamlets.
Table N2, 1 shows the number of departments, their respective population,
their elevation above the level of tho sea, their distanee from the capital
and the neareat sea-ports. The firat gronp containg the departments of the
soction numed Centre ; the socond those of the section Eagt, and the third
those of the seution Weat,

%
s ok

The Republic has four prineipal porta adajted to the wanis of commeres :
Ban José of Guatemala, Clamperioo and the bay of Oeds on the Tacifle,
and, ob the Atlantie, Livingston, which I3 w port of entry and of deposic
tor a zoue free from Dmport doties. This port of Livingston will have to
transfer this privilege to % Puerto Banlos " on the Bay of Sasto Tomds, as
soon as the works oo fhe Northern Baflrowd shall ba more advaneed.

Besides, the Republic pessesses landings or minor ports, as # Larra de
los Esclavos™ #Teeojabd,” and % Sun Luis” g the Pacilie, and ¢ Panzos”
ou the river Polochiv {Alts Verapaz) which fulls into the luke of Isabal
and Gualan, on the river Montagua which falls into the Atlantie.

u*u .

As 4 consequence of ita varioua alevations abova the level of the sea,
the territory of Guatemala, being lor the wosb part extremely fertile, is
adapted to the enltivation of all kinds of natural prodocts.

P '

Op aceount of its favorable geograplicnl position, and of the variety
and fecundity of Ler soil, Guatemala is destined to develop large agrienl-
tural interests, in preference to the industrial purenits of her merchants.

L]
& &

There ure limense zones of vacant lands, adapted to all kinds of cul-
ture, and honorable and indestrions immigranta can obtain them free.
Besides, they are exempt from the payment of taxes and duties on all kinds
of mechinery and tools needed for their work, and on the products of their
lands for the space of ten years. Hands are furnished them {at current
wages), and they are protected and treated so as to procure then all peces-
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sury facilities for their establishment in the comutry, and for the develop-
ment of the work they wmay undertake.

®
&

Wages here are very low: labor is obtained by the day or by contract ;
one hand receives from 25 to G0 cents per day; in contracts, the com-
peneation iz conventional, and depends upon the importance of the work
to be performed. A day's work ia from G A, M. to 6 P. M, allowing the
luborer one hour for breakfast and one hour for dinner (8 to 10 A, M,
and 1to2 P, M) '

Lnborers eanr be obtained alsa by the month, with a deduction of the
value of food, :
*

P * »

The inhabitants of the Repablic, even those who belong to the mative
‘race, are, in general, of av affable aund officions disposition, aud know how
to freat loreiguers with sympathy and attentiown,

In Guatemala, charity i3 no oniversal quality ; and, as well in the
poverument institutiona of benevolence, as through the feelinga of indi-
vidunlg, the deserving, who are in want, flud abundant services amd
assistunce.

In (uatemalz, ne oue perishes by hunger, vor is abandoned in his
" misfortune. The disabled find auecor in the philanthropy of the people;
apd those who maks any effort and exercize any perceverance in work, will
obtain good salaries and proportionate profits,

&
LN ]

Provisions are cheap, wholoseme, and sbundani. The priucipal are :
Beet, Pork, Mutton.- ... .from $1,60 to $2,00 per arroba (25 bs)
Fowls: Chickens of good size cost........trom 37 to 62 centa

and in that proportion can be obtained Ducks, Pigeons, &¢;

Floar.......... «vue.drom $8.00 to §9.00 per guintal (100 Bs).
Rice. ceanunnss sravenarssy o oTrom $1,50 to #2,00 per arroba.
COEN s snwmms o smas s s B1.00 to $3.00 per fanega {400 enrs|

Beans, black or white........from $4.00 to §6.00 per quintal.

Potatoes, larga Beans, Yueas and other varions voots, and a
great variety of vegetablew, at moderate prices,

Eggs, at 1§ cents; Milk, 6 ceuta per bottle ; Cheese of different
kinds, from 12 to 25 cts per ¥ 1 ; Botter, at 62 cts ¥ i
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Twrtillas | pan-cake] of corn-meal, and biack beans forn the basis of the
novrishment of the native classes.

Althongh fish conld be obtaloed from the sea, from the rivers and
from the lakes, amd thelr ql.:laI[t.y and favor are exquisite, it is not an
artivle of fvod of general use iu this country, beeanse there is no regular
enterprise to supply the market.  And it is & gingolar fact that this article
is imported in preserves froln Forth Americs, Franee and Spaiu, and is
gold at prices so high that it is out of eacl of the poor.

The Guatemalian ecoking has always reeceivedl pmiaa's from forsigners
on aceonnt of the peenliarity and the Aavor of iie seasoning.

Froits are most abandant, varied, and very cheap. Amobng thom must
be named frst the plantain, which Ls fonnd of large and small sizes; it con-
stitntes the prineipal acticle of food for poor cliszes, and {8 fonnd a8 desert
ou the table of the rich. Lt ia pleasant, solobriows and nutritions. '

‘ There are, in Guatamala, Hotels and Boacding Houses, where, for a
daily expensa which varies from 440 cente fo §2.00 [or more, according to
the refinement or laxury of the sarviee], a person can live ¢omfortably.
The wines are Imported; and cost, aecording to qoality, from one to four
dollars per boitle. Beer made in the countey is good awd very cheap.
Lee is artificial, and ite consmnption is inereaslug every (]:'%J.

Ag tor the branches of Industry, we have stated alveady that, in Gna-
temala. agriculture is the most importact, although the importation of
forsign goods is also guite large, and eonsiderable capital hae Leen raized
to carry it on in this eity and in other cities of the departments,

The bhagis of Nationsal prosperity, at present, is tha enltivation of
coffep; there are in the RHepublic 60 milllon trees, and their product is
worth over five millions dollars, Next to this iv the sugar ¢ane which
supplies home consumption. Its enltivation ig destined to receive a great
impetus as soon cireumstances will be more favorable for th?a cxportation
of sugar by the Atlantic. Endsed, with the realization of better conditions,
our northero eoast will soon be coverad with sugar plantatious, which will
be able to compete with the West Tudies product, when they will be able
to secure rednced freights, which they cannot obtain at pregent by the way
of the Pacifie.

Oun the coast of the Pacifie, in the departmeuts of Amatitlun, Esenintla,
Solol4, Mazatenango, Rotalhuleu, (uezaltenango, and San Marcos, are
wany valuable and well equipped plantations of sugar and eoffee. Some



