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PREFACE

Tie Christian Conquest of Asia hegan with 1he com-
ing of Jesus Christ and the first proclamation of 1is
Gospel, but the great continent has not been the chicf
arena for the working of the Christinn forees which the
world's Baviour set in metion. Clristianity, whicl
made such rapid conquests in Asin Minor, beenne
5h~mut;, ped 11-.}5:.|.mﬁ{' ly and ceclosiastically ; ity mis-
sionary energies were driod up, anid ofter o fow conturics
it came into conflict with tho wore aggressive monothee.
ism of Islim. The last hundred yoars have witnessed
the efforts of the purcr nnd more life-giving Christinn-
ity of Europe and America to re-entor the wide Asiatic
world.  India, China and Japan had, at various times,
been ficlds for missionary netivitics, but those efforts
wera sporadie, were often unspiritnal, and sometines
were almost completely stamped ont.  Sinee the funrth,
and possibly an earlier century, thero hns been o Chris-
tian chureh in Tndia, but it nevor posscssed the elements
needed to grapple with the various strong aud ancicut
systems of non-Christian faith.

Until Protestant missionary work, with its schools,
its hospitals, its puror ideals and its ageressive enerpy,
made its way into Western Asia, and into the Tads of
the East and Far East, the Asiatic world may almost b
said to liave missed any acenrate knowledge of that
apostolic type of the Chyistinn veligion which is pure
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I PREFACE

and vigorous encugh to command the world's future.
The results alveady achieved, not ouly in the making of
converts, but particnlarly in the improvement of social
conditions, the lifting up of new ideals, the removal of
gross shominations, and the purifving and energizing
of the pon-Clristian systetna, have Leen sueh that no
Christian, widely and aceurately acquainted with theso
early victories, is justified in a pessimistic outlook into
the Christian fature of Asia.

The Christian literature which vindieates Christian
optimism in regard to Asia is enevelopoedie, and shonld
enter mto the minds of willions in Earope and Ameriea
who are now ignorant amd wuliffersut,  Asiabic Chiris-
tians thomeclves are recoguizing their opportunity and
responsibility, and ar coming, throngh the ageney of
daring Westorn enterprise like fhat represented by the
Students’ Yolunteer Movement, into o spiritual fed-
eration. What arc yet to beeome national churches,
perliaps not in the Kuropean semse, but in a deeper
and bruer sense, ave beginning to emerge in India and
Japan.

The following lecturcs will make it plain that I do
not cherish any expectalions of the swift cvangelization
of countries where such proud and tough-fibred relig-
ions as Dlohsmmedanisra, Hinduism, Duddhism and
Counfueianiam have long held sway; but there are many
evidences that the East is being penetrated by Western
thought, is coming into fellowship with the Western
Clhristian spivit of brotherhood, and, when Christendom
is more thovoughly upified and Chyistianized, and pur-
sues ity agoressive missionory work with more wisdom
and sympathy, I have no doubt thot the aceeptance of
the Christian Gospel will be far more wide and rapid.



