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an applicant for Life Assurance, could hardly be made
to understand why the latter—a passably well man
himself—was not as good a risk as the average of men
of his age, of sound constitution and in good health,
merely because the family history appeared to the ex-
aminer a sufficient ground for so considering him.

Dr. Brinton’s remarks and rules—so modestly, yet so
convineingly, set forth—will, we are persuaded, com-
mend themselves at onee to medical examiners of can-
didates for Life Assurance; and will prove interesting
and instruetive to all connected with offices established
for that purpose,

Wy, W, MorLanp, M.D,
Medical Eraminer New Eng. Mut. Life Ins. Co,
Boston, June 17, 1863, '
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But though my remarks scarcely exceed the value of
guggestions, I venture to hope that they are not with-
out traces of more care than the form in which I have
thought it advisable to put them together might seem
to imply. At any rate, I trust that, as the summary of
a large experience, communicated without much reserve,
they may fulfil my chief object: namely, that of
furnishing some practical hints, which may assist those
members of the profession who are new to such duties,
in the medical selection of Lives for Assurance.

Wiztiax Brixton, London.



ON THE MEDICAT SELECTION

OF LIVES FOR ASSURANCE.

I suaLt not occupy much of your time, Gentlemen, in
diseussing the strictly Medico-legal bearings of Life
Assurance. Many of these are indeed sufficiently ob-
vious to spare the necessity of any special notice. For
example, since the ealculations on which the theory of
Life Assurance is founded, assume the natural death of
healthy persons, the contract which a Policy of Assur-
ance really forms may evidently be rendered void by
the fraudulent concealment, at the time of effecting it,
of some disease calculated to shorten life; or, what is
equally frandulent, by an unnatural, voluntary, and
selfinflicted death. Hence a medical witness has been
asked whether a person whose life was assured was the
subject of any particular disease at a given time;
whether, if’ so, the fact must have been known to the
person assuring ; or, finally, whether the ensuing death
of the assured was the result of some disease thus
concealed, or of accident, or suicide, or temporary
insanity,



