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PREFACE.

——f—

TeE following pages merely attempt to present, in a
mode eady for reference, the legal effect of the Regulation
of Railways Act, 1873, The tendency of this measure
has been most variously estimated, some persons dis-
covering in it the first step towards State Purchage, and
others the trimnph of the Railway interest; while the
Joint Belect Committee upon Amslgamation has pre-
dicted that the systert of through rates, which the Act
now establishes, will have the simple and most desirable
effect of procuring traffic to be sent by the * shortest,
cheapest, and most convenient route.” Bo much, how-
ever, will depend upon the working of the new law by
the companies, and upon the sdministration of it by the
Railway Commissioners, that perhaps all that can be
anid with certeinty at present is that the Act cannot fail
to redress real grievances in a manner far more effzctive
and ratisfactory to all parties concerned than was dome
by the Railway and Canal Traffic Aet, 1854, of which it
ie the supplement. It is gratifying to note, that both the
matter and the form of the numerous General Qrders of
the Commissioners sugur well for the success of the
statute which has armed them with so wide discretionary
powers.
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The plan adopted of editing the Act has been to print
with it, in their proper places, the various incorporated
enactments, such as the 2nd and 3rd sections of the Act
of 1854, enclosed in brackets, so as to distingnish them
from their now governing etatute, the marginal notes
being reswritten throughout, The eases upon the Act of
1854 are given, along with extracta from the more im-
portant judgments, in a separate chapter, arranged
according to the different kinde of traffic to which they
had relation, n mode of treatment which the writer pur-
sued ag in his opinion hest suited to their pecaliar and
complicated character.

‘The Report upon whieh the present Aot was founded
g0 well ilustrates its seope and chject, cepecially with
refcrence to ™ terminnls™ and “bar tolls,” that & short
scoount of the Report itself has heen inserted, accom-
panied, it i hoped Dot inappropriately, by a summary of
the more general conclusions of the Committes, collated
with those of the Hoyal Commission of 1565. The
writer would inke this opportunity of suggesting that,
with a view to the more capy working of the Act, the
substitution of the clearing-house classification for the
present “ bald and imperfeet” classification to be found in
Special Acts, and the consolidation of at least the toll and
terminal clauses of the Special Acts themselves, should be
effected as soon as possible.

The maintenance and development of the canal system
being a leading feature of the Aect, the general Canal
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Statutes whereby canal companies are ensbled to vary
tolls, and to become common ecarriers, have been printed
in full in the Appendix. This will also he found to
contain selected clauses of the State Purchase Aot of
1844, and of the Railways Clauses Aect, 1845, togother
with the whol¢ of the Reilwey Compenies Arbitration
Act, 1859,

In conclnsion, the writer wonld acknowledge hin obli-
gations to the treatizes of Mr. Gilmore Evans on the
Railway and Canal Traffic Aet, and of Mr. Balfour
Browne upon Carriers,

J. M. L.

TEMPLE,
Saptember, 1578,



*o* The Office of the Railwsy Clommissionars is, for the present, o
the Weet Foomt Commitiee Room, IIunse of Lords




