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PREFACE.

TaE verious papers of which the following collection
is composed, were most of them written some years
sinee, and were all originally published—with many
more, which I have not thought it desirable to re-
print—in ‘ Household Words," and in the earlier
volumes of ¢All the Year Round.” They were for-
tunate snough to be received with favour by the
reader, at the period of their first appearance, and
were thought worthy in many instances of being
largely quoted from in other journals. After careful
selection and revision, they are mow collected in
book-form ; having been so arranged, in contrast
with each other, as to present specimens of all the
shorter compositions which I have contributed in past
years to periodical literature.

My object in writing most of these papers—espe-
cially those collected under the general heads of
¢ Bketches of Character’ and ‘Bocial Grievances'—
was to present what I had observed and what T had
thought, in the lightest and the least pretentious
form ; to address the publie (if I could) with some-
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thing of the ease of letter writing, and something of
the familiarity of friendly talk. The literary Pulpit
sppeared to me at that time—as it appears to me
still —to be rather overcrowded with the Preachers
of Lay Bermons. Views of life and society to set us
thinking penitently in some cases, or doubting con-
tomptuously in others, wers, I thought, quite plentiful
enongh already. More freshness and noveliy of
appeal to the much-lectured and much-enduring
readar, seemed to lie in views which might put us on
easier terme with ourselves and with others; and
which might encourage us to laugh good-humouredly
over some of the lighter eccentricities of character,
and some of the more palpable absurdities of custom
—without any unfair perversion of truth, or any
needless descent to the lower regions of vulgarity
and caricature. With that idea, all the lighter
contributions to these Miscellanies were originally
written ; and with that idea they are now again
dismissed from my desk, to win what approval they
may from new readers.

Hamzpy Srneer, Lowoox,
Seplember, 1863,



CONTENTS OF VOL. 1.

Pace
SxeToEzs: oF CHARACTER @ ],

Talk-BopPerd oo v ve cese vvmmrer s cennmscasrsnan 1

Bocral GmEvawoEs: I,
A Journey in Bearch of Nothing .. .o covvinnnn, 22

Moors awp Comwems or Hmromy: I,
A Queen's Bevenge.. .. oo oo vivi o vive v wnia e e 48

Sooran Omievasces: IL
A Petition to the Noval-Writera .. .. o0 oo v e ee en i T2

FraouwxTs or PEesowan Exremiexce: L
Laid Up in Lodgings . coccvevann cronan e me s e B0

BeETcars o CasracTer: I
A Bhoclringly Bude Ariele .0 o e envn o voes oeee 185

Nooxs a¥p Comwems oF Hwromy : II.
The Great (Forgotten) Invagion .. ......oo0ee.e 152

Curiosrrres oF LiteraTure: I
The Unknown Publie .. .. ..co coveve v vn vn ov e . 169

Boerar Grievascrs: 111
. Give s Boam ! .. .o vevevnsv vrve ss srassaannresa 192

Cuatoarties of LiTERATURE : 11,
Portruit of an Awthor, Painted by his Poblisher .. .. 208

Fraowerrs oF Persowar Exvemewce: [T,
My Block MError .. oo oo vsve e anae om nn s o 0a a0 o 250

SerrcEEs oF CHaracTER: 11L
Mre, Badgery . oooeo e eonvn e s os s wn snrn e 0e 274






