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' The need felr educatlon in the principles of

conservation is imperative.  As Ilenry Fair-
freld Oshorn states the matter, * We are yet
far from the point where the momentum of
congervation L& BtTong £nough to arreat and
rall back the dde of destructionn™ The
tovement for the pregervation of natural
resources can suceeed only with the esmab.
lishment of an enlightened public sentiment
on the subject.  Tocreate atd maintain such
A gentiment is the proper work of the schools.
In making this Comsrivation Keader avail-
able for school use, author and publishers
have had in mind the great and lagdng ser-
vice ‘that such a text might render. The
publishera belizve that thiz little volume and
others forthcoming in the Conservation
Series will rank high among * Books That
Apply the World's Knowledge to the Waorld'a
Needs "
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INTRODUCTION

TuE wave of enthusiasm for the conservation of our na-
tional resources must reach the children or it will expend
much of its foree uselesgly. .

It is from the education of the children in right ways of
looking at Nature that everything is to be expected in the
years to come. If they learn to understand the value of
the things about them, as well as to appreciate their
beauties, the carrying on and enlarging of the conservation’
program which is now so well under way can be safely left
to their care. .

The West, although it has already been ruthlessly ex-
ploited, has lost less of its nmatural wealth than have the
longer-settled Eastern states,’

In the newer parts of our country we can reasonably hope
to save most of the forests and most of the wild life, and
pass them on down to our children and grandchildren in
something of their primeval beauty and richness.

In the East we can hepe to arouse a stronger sentiment
for preserving what remains of the forests as well as for
extending their areas, for proper forestation will lessen
the danger of erosion of the soil and of ficods, and will en--
courage the return of the wild creatures that are of so much
economic importance and add so much to the joy of life.

A back bringing out in a simple and interesting manner
the principles of conservation has long been needed, for
there has been little that could be placed in the hands
of pupils. It is with the earnest hope of furnishing some-
thing which will answer in part the present need that this
* Conservation Reader has been prepared.
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Acknowledgments are due the publishers of American
Forestry and the Century Magazine for courteous permission
to reprint poems taken from those publications. For their
help in supplying. photographic subjects to illustrate the
book, thanks are extended to the persons to whom the
varipus illustrations are accredited in immediate connec-
tion with their use in the text. The reproductions in
color of two bird subjects have been secured through the
friendly codperstion of Mr. T. Gilbert Pearson, Secretary
of the National Association of Audubon Socicties.
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