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PREFACE.

Paeraops—eepecially to poelical produclions—are
not nafrequently looked upon es apologies for what Is
to follow ; ﬁmung goch, the reader will pleasa not to
include mine, Nor would T have the Introductory
Notiee, so kindly furnished by my felond and literary—
no less than epiritosl—father, looked opon as an
apology for the comtents of the present volome I
believe, with the gifted Poet of the Ming, that poetry, if
it be genoine, will live, and, if not, it will die—axnd,
perhaps, the sooner the better. But I do noty like
him, claim to bave my prodoections weighed apart
from my circomstances, seeing that ont of thess they
have, in & manoer, been churned, Truoe, the waves of
circometances do often east np mire end dirt, but
they also reveal bits of ehining coral and finely
polished ehells, among whish way occasionally be
found a pearl. ‘The reader will find little in the
following pages to dazzle the intellect, or kindle the
imagination ; nothing of that lghiolng poetry that
leaps, sword-like, from ita sheath of darkness to smile
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the adamentine soul of the world, which, notwithstand-
ing, moves or, In ita usual way, refusing to be electri-
fied. I have written from and for the heart, rather
then the head, believing that, with all oor boasted
intellectwal progress, the culture of this portion of our
being lage very muoch behind ; snd sure am I, that
no one will grodge me work-room i a field 8o large,
and where so much remains to be done,

JAMES NICOLSON.

Mureh, 1808,
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