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PREFACE

WHEN the Folk-Lore Society suggested the collecting of
county folk-lore, the writer sent a cireular (August 1803) to
all clergymen, school-teachers, and some others in Argyle and
its attached islands, asking if they would assist. Headings
for the various subjects and hints on the best methods of
collecting and noting information were given.

One of the first answers, on the specimen collecting-sheet
sent out, Was :—

“In two volumes, by . .. viz, ., . and . . . published
by William Paterson, Edinburgh (now Paterson & Company,
Paternoster Row, London). Dr. Maclagan will find all that
could be collected of any interest in the ‘ Superstitionz and
Folk-Lore of the West Highlands,' September 1st, 18g3.”

Though unsigned, and without locality of origin, this was
not encouraging, but all hope of finding something worth re-
cording was not abandoned. That much was yet to be done
has been proved by the work of Gregorascn Campbell of Tiree,
and Maleolm MacPhail of Kilmartin, This is a further en-
deavour in the same direction, and it iz hoped, while it is, so
far as known, the only collection of nothing but Scottish
games, that it may, even il imperfect, form a groundwork for
a complete exposition, probably by cther chservers,

This is the age of co-operation, and of my fellow-workers
I wish to acknowledge specially the assistance of :—

Miss Elizabeth M. Kerr, till recently of the F. C. Manse,
Port Charlotte, Islay, a colleague without whose enthusiastic
assistance this collection would never have appeared.

Also Miss Jessie Macleod, Auchoish, Ardrishaig.
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The Rev, Neil Campbell of Kilchrennan,

Mr. Peter MacDoneld, New Selma House, Ledaig.
Mr. Colin MacDonald, Public Sehool, Lochbuy ; and

Mr. Ian Macdougall, now Secretary to the Clan MacDougall
Society.

The airs to which the rhymes are sung were noted in
Sal-fa by Mr. Donald Macfadyen, Port Charlette, Islay, and
translated into the older notation by Miss Effie Maclagan,
Edinburgh.

Ne hard and fast line has been drawn, but the contents
are simply pastimes found in use io Argyleshire at the present
day. There has been no atterapt to connote games played
elsewhere in Britain. The student who desires to do this has
the necessary material in Mrs. Gomme's " Traditional (British)
Games"” (2 vols. London, 18q4-98, forming the first section
of her “ Dictionaty of British Folk-Lore "), a monumental work,
to which this may be considered an appendix.

The Gaelic eritic will no deubt find weak places, but if,
e, he attacks the frequent usc of the word aeifleack for a
“den,” we admit the word should be calflaidh, but if the chil-
dren wil?! call it *the old wile,” we accept their joke as par-

takers in their fun.
R. C. M.



SCHEME

Activity {General} .
Articulation .

Aupguries

Ball Games .

Balancing

Tat Games

Blindfold Games .
Bows and Arrows .
Buttons {Pitch and Toss)
Choosing Partners
Chocks—Knuckle-Bones
Circling (Dancing)
Cockfighting |

Coach .
Concealed Object, Recovering
Cumling-uui Games . '
Dancing

Finger Names

Forfeits .

Funeral Games
Gambling Games .
Hand-Clapping

Hen and Chickens
Hopping Games

102
I3
13

121
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OF CLASSIFICATION

Imitative Games .

Incorrect Speaking

Jumping

Knife Games.

Leapfrog

Long Breath .

Marbles. . Y 2 =
Mental Agility

Minneachan and Monnaichan
Noise-mzking Machines
Pain-gwving

Fuzzles

Quickness of Movement
{Children’s),
Appendix

Ehymes and

" Running Games

Sells

Sham Fight .
Skipping

Slings

Strength Tests
Throwing Games .
Top Spinning

Tossing .

152
157
158

174
179
197

198
207
219
224
227
22g
231
241
242






1. Saraicean for lomain an Geat.

2. 8 Pinneachan an Geat.

3. Stannard.

4. Camain. Shinty sticks, the lower one
a single-handed Kintyre club,

5 Woaoden shinty ball,

6. Ball-speil

7- Sualcean for ' Ball Spiel” and " An
Tall."

8. Strae for Cat and Dog.

o ‘T'wo Cnis; the right-hand one has the
sides numbered.

1o, Siomad.

13, Pinoe a Gheata,



