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PREFACE.

B il ” —

THE views of Dr, Watis as to the propriety and utility of an
abridgment of the contents of the Bible are thus expressed. “The
Bible jlself isa large book, and thongh it to be read, ar
least many parts of it, by persons of all characters, and conditions,
yet the reducing of the seversl things contsined in it, to 3 short
and narrow view by way of abridgment is so ing neafil, that
I kad almost called it necessary at lenst for youth, and for persons
who have fewer couveniences and advantages of Emowledge.”

In this opinion many persons concnr, which ls proved by the
encouragement afforded to the poblication of a great variety of
small works, adapted to render youth more familiar with the serip-
tnres. Amd this fact is & justification of every jadicious effort to
spread seriptoml knowledge.

The booke forming the Bible are not placed in historical and
ehuoloﬂ order; and the same remark may be made in refer-
ence to Dr. Watls' “Short view of the whole mmm History.'
The divine origia, ration, and trath of the B
not at all affected srrangement of its varlous parts. Forin
rm:t of these as Dr. Prideanx justly states, *‘no variation in the
o of the sscred boeoks is of any moment. For la what erder
soever the books are placed, they are siill the word of God, and
no change in this respect can make sny change in that divine
nothority which is stamped upon them.*

But it may facilitate the acquisition of a clear and connected view
of the namerous and extensive subjects recorded in the Bible, to

have a comprebensive analysis of them preseated in regolar and
consecutive order.

“Chronology consists of two parts. The first treats of the r
measurement of time, and its several divisions; lhtu-wmloé ﬂ-:!u
the dates of events recorded in History, snd ranging them in the
order in which they happeoed. Without » that is to say,
without distinguishing times of events a8 clearly as (he natore
of the ease will admit, history would be little better than a heap of
cenfusion destitaie of light, order, or beauty."

"ﬂ?lphj‘ in & strict seose ulg]nlﬂu the knowledge of the
circles of the earthly fluhe, and the sitostion of the va ris
of the eaith. When it is taken in a little larger sense, it inclodes
the knowledge of the seas alse ; and in the largest sense of all, it
extends to the varions custons, hablts, and gevernments of nations,"




iv.

It is, says Dir. Watts, of considerable advantage as well as delight
for mankind to know a litle of the earth on which they dweil.
Without this knowledge we cannol read any history with profit.
Hence because of thelr imporiance, chronclogy and geography have
been designated the two eyes of history.

Accordingly in the following pages, the moat important facts are
recorded in regular order, as I‘Iu are general fieved o have
occurred. And brief geographical notices of the places whose
names occur in the history are aiso given,

The succeeding history in chiefly an abridged blication of
Dr. Watts" “Short View, &c¢."" to which are now added, Practical
mlm—-m-ﬂm for Eximisation—and Explanations of many

The catechetical form of the original work is now gemerally
wm of, be:n\!trla camposed on that plan cannot be
=

reeably as if the his were written
centineceily. lhltgm therefore the hil-t::;,in this edition

has been . Aud the object o be scoomplished, by the
catechietical form i mach more likely to he realize the Yuter-

ve Bystein ; hence thin system has been adopted, by which
it i hoped the facts snd truths recorded will be impressed on the
memory of the learner.

The lessons are partly extracted from other works snd partly
original. The compiler is indebted to the works of Dre. Jobnson,
Watts, Doddridge, Ularke, Messrs. Wesley, Orton, Watson,
Horne, Wood, Martindale, Kett, Blair, and others, which he thas
acknewledges once for all,

The design of the writer is to facilitate the improvement and
edification of Sabbath Bcbosl Teachers and pions young persens
generally, whe may not heave access to many books, The “Improve-
ments” it i mey furnish topice for conversation om which
both teachers and parenis may sdvantageonsly enlarge.

The History is arranged in chron cal order, penerslly after
the plan of the valuable work of the R Gl Towssend, eatitied,
*‘The Holy Bible, containing the Old and New Testaments:
armanged in Historical and Chronelogical Order, &e."

It in w with great deference whether, occasionally at
least, Htannrlmiﬁtmhﬂld,Mlh&uam
geme throagh, with edvantzge, in connection with family worship,
where there are many children and servants, who have few other
oppartnpities of receiving from their parents or masters religious

" imstrdction,

The work is published in parts with a view to economy in schoo's,
gmil should this purt meel with encoursgement another will follow,




SACRED HISTORY.

CHAFTER I
OF THE CREATION.

T. At the commencement of time about four thousand
years before Christ, God created the substance of which
‘the heavens and the earth were formed. Gen. i, 1.

2. Al things were created by Ged's powerful word; for
he commanded end it was done. Gen. i, 3, 6, 9. Heb. =i.
3. John i. 3.

3. Gid:l:tcmﬂﬂﬂumdaﬂth 8 nmhrd:l;
command, ¢ to W degrees Epent E1X B
in making the world, and the creatures that are in it. Gen.
i 31, Exod. xx. 11.



4. The first day light was created. Gen. i, 3—5.

5. On the second day the atmosphere and the clouds
were made. Gen. i, 6—8

6. land were sep-

and trees were formed. Gen. i.

the fourth day the sun, moon, and stars were
made, Gen, i. 14—19.
and reptiles. Gen. i. 20—23.

9. On the sixth day, cattle, mﬁﬂuﬂp beasts, and
lastly man, were formed out of the And every thing
was very good and every cresture was happy. Gen. 1.
24—31.

10. Oun the seventh day, God rested from his work of
creation, and set apart the seventh dn:{fnr a holy Sabbath,
hbeoempmdmhnsemcem]y. for his glory. Gen.
i 2,3
IMPROVEMENT,

"Moses alone, of all ancient writers, gives a consistent
and retional account of the creation; an account which has
I:cen confirmed, by the investigations of the most accurate

. He has revealed the mystery, because he
Itlljrt'll.e inspiration of the Almighty.”
15+ t God ie & being of boundless power, wisdom,
and goodness, is proved and illustrated by the works of
creation; and we ought therefore to love him, confide in
him, and obey him,
13. The Sabbath was instituted st the creation, by
God, end all men are bound to observe it, and
keep it holy.

QUESTIONE.

1. How did this world come into being?—When was
this world made?—3. What time did God take to make all
things?—4, What was made on the first day?-—5. On the
second ’~—6. On the third?—7. On the fi #—8. On the
§ifth?—9. On the sixth?—10. Who rested on the seventh
ily?v—ll Who has given a consistent sccount of the
ereation }——How has that account been confirmed?—How
was Moses qualified to write that account?—12. What is
God ?—What ia due from to God?—13, What was
jastituted at the creation!—By whom was it instituted i
‘What then ought you to do on the Sabbath?
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EXPLANATIONS AND PRONUNCIATION.

ArsmosroEng, at’-mo-efere ; the air that encompasses the
carth on all sides.

Crouvps, kloud : the dark collections of vapour in the air.

Saspata, sab’-bath : the seventh day, appointed by God
for religions duties, and a total cessation from worldly
works and pleasures.

Lignr, lite: Sir Isaac Newton supposed that light consists
of inconceivably smell particles, which are projected in all
directions with an amazing velocity, from the luminous or
radiant body; as the sun, Light takes, seven or eight
minutes in passing from the sun to the earth. It must
travel, therefore, at the rate of 150,000 miles in & second
of time.

Buw. The sun is a spherical body. Its diameter is
ﬂ'i"'? 547 English miles; and it revolves round its axis in 25

days and 10 hours. Though the sun be upwurds of one

times bigger than the earth, it appears but small
an account of its distance, which is 8o great, that a
cannon ball would be twenty five years coming from thence
to the earth, if it flew as swift as it does, when it is first
discharged from the mouth of 2 cannon.

Eanrta, erth: the diameter of the earth is upwards of 7900
miles. Its distance from the sun is more than ninety five
millions of miles. And it revolves, round its axis m 23
hours 56 minutes and four seconds, and round the sun in
365 days 6 hours. The former is its diurnal or daily motion,
the latter its annual or yearly motion.

Moon. The moon is a large globe like our earth, both in
matter and form; sbout 2000 msanm diameter, her distance
from the earth is about a quarter of a million of miles, lmd
her periodical revolution reund the earth is
about twenty-seven days. She is not a luminary like thc
sun, but & dark opague body, and receives all the light she
shines mt'hﬁ'um the sun, and by reflection conveys it to us
in the sun's absence.

Bpherical, sfer’-ri-cal: round, orbicular, globular.

Axis, ak'-sis: the line, real or imaginary, passes throngh
any thing, on which it may revolve.

Insects, In"-sckts: insects are wnllledfmmamin
the middle of their bodies, whereby they are cut into two
parts, which are joined together by a small ligatare, 2
we see in wasps and common flies.

Reptiles, rep’-tils: snimals that creep on many feet.



