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PREFACE.

———

Extonsive as the literature of Socialism already is, there
has long been room for a popular aceount of so comprehensive
o subject, and the steady prowth of Boeialistic principles, in

recent years, makes snch an acconnt the more desirable.

Tt is the purpose of this Lttle book wo give a simple but
adequate and scientific staternent of the mein features of that
form of Socielism koown as collectivism, o examine] the
principles upon which Sociglism is founded, and to submit
these to economic tests without burdening the discuseion with
technical terme and absiruse arpuments. Academie treatment,
therefore, has been avolded m favour of a concise and
practical aceount.

The subject ia dealt with from a purely Brdish pomt of
view, and has reference only to the general principles, [for

#ocialists are constantly changing the details of their proposals.

In endenvouring to aceomplish these objects the writer has
songht to focus the opinions of the great thinkers upon the
subject, and fo suggest lines of reflection. He will be well
satisfied if, to some readers, this little book should prove an

introduction to the study of economie literature.
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CHAPTER L.

INTRODUCTORY,

The limits and purpose of this liftle book would hbe
exceeded if any attempt were made at o detailed account, either
of the origin of Bocialiam, or of the varioss forms which it has
assumed. To trace the growth of the principles npon whieh
Socialiam is founded would involve an examination of historical
development and wonld require a eeparale volome®  CQuor
eoneern here is with the fact of Sccialism,

For the purpose of an intelligent onderstanding of our
subject only a brief historical smrvey iy necessary, After
that 1t will be cssentind to come to some understonding as to
what Bocialiem precieely iz, for at present the word iz applied
most loosely,

The close of the eightsenth cemfury saw the advent of
modern Bocialism.  The anheppy condibion of Fronee ab that
time aroused a keen interest in the discussions on social
questions, It muet, however, e observed that the French
Hevolution—the direet outeome of the distressful condition of
Franve—waus not in eell o Bocaalistic movement, becguse in
the * Declaration of Rights ™ private property was defined as
“inviolable and wuered,” wnd when the Nastional Assembly
deprived men of rights or praperty it made compensation for
the Ioss. Pre-revolutionary liderature, indeed, was not to
any extent socialistic,. Kven Roussean held strongly to the
doctrine that properby was one of ' the most spered of all
the rights of citizens.”

T'ise French Revolntion, hewever, though not inits esscnce
socialistic, pioved a very imrportant part in spreading socialistie

* See Kirkup's ¢ Hiatory of Socialiem.™
Pearson's *' Woblonal Life and Character.”



