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TO THE FREEDMEN.,

HAVE prepared this book expressly for you, with
the hope that those of vou who ean read will read
it aloud to others, and that all of you will derive fresh
strength and conrage from this true record of what col-
ored men have accomplished, under great disadvantases,
1 have written all the Liorraphics over acain, in order
to give you as much informarion as poxzible in the fewest
words. 1 tuke nothing for my services; and the book is
sold to you at the eost of paper, printing, and binding.
Whatever money you pay for any of the volumes will he
mnmedintely imvested in other volumes to be sent to freed-
men in various parvts of the country, on the same terms ;
and whatever money remains in my ands, when the hook
ceases (o sell, will be given to the Freedmen’s Aid Asso-
ciation, to he expended in schools for you and your chil-

dren.
Your old friend,

L. MARIA CIHILD.
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IGNATIUS SANCHDO.

BY L. MARIA CHILD.

HIS was the name of a remarkable Afvican, who

cxcited a good deal of interest in his day. His
father and mother were stolen from Africa and put on
board a sluve-ship in 1729, which was one Lundred and
thirty-six years ago. JIle was born during the passage,
and when the vessel arvived al Carthageon, in South
America, he was baptized by the name of Ignatius.  1lis
mother died soon after, and his father, secing no means
of escape from slavery, killed himszelf in a fit of despair.
The man who took possession of the little orphan, and
claimed to be his master, carricd him to England, and
gave him to three unmarried sisters who lived at Green-
wich. e was then aboul two years old, a bright, lively,
tuuny little ereature.  As he rrew older, he showed such
an inguizitive mind, said so many droll thines, and was
so full of mischief, that the ladies named him S:ancho,
after a very ecomical character in a famous old Spanish
novel. He waa very epger in the pursuit of knowledye;
but this commendable disposition was not approved by
the ladies. They thought that all a black servant liad
occasion to know was how to obey owrlers, and that it
was not necessary or proper for him to learn to read
and write. But nature had given Ignatius a very lively

1 FY



2 THE FREEDMEN'S BOOE.

mind, and a very susceptible heart, and neither of them
conld Lie kept quiet.  He early plunged into love affairs,
and was always overrmnning with fun and frolie.  Daonbt-
less hie was a great trial to the respectable maiden ladies,
who were training him for a servant ; and he, on his part,
thought them very sour, severe, and disagrepable. Some-
times, when they were angry with him, they reminded
him that he had been a slave, and threatened to send
him into slavery again.  This exeited uneasiness in his
mind, and kindled resentment.

The Duke of Moutagn lived in the neighborhood, and
his attention was attracted by the bright, frank coun-
tenance of the black boy. He entered into conversation
with him occasionally, and was so much stroek by his
intelligence and wit, that he told the ladies their zervant
was a remarkable lad, and that bis earnest desire to im-
prove his mind ought to be gratified. They persisted in
their opinion that knowledge was a very improper and
dangerous thing for a black servant. But the Duke in-
troduced him to the Dochess, and they both encouraged
him to learn to read and write. They lent him books,
and were greatly entertained by his bright remarks eon-
cerning what he read.

It wag a great grief to Tgnativg when the friendly Duke
died. He besonght the Duchess to receive him into her
service, and she consented.  He remained in her house-
hold as long as she lived. At her death, she left him an
annuity of ahout one hundred and fifty dollars a year:
and hie had three hundred and fifty dollars, which he had
Inid up from his wages.  Ile might have made this sum
the foundation of a comfortable litde property. DBut na-
ture had made him very full of fun and froliec.  He had
such lively manuers, and vitered so many pleasant jokes,



