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PREFACE.

REAT pains have been taken to render this book pleasing to
children. To allure them to tread the path of knowledge,
~—ptaps have besn cut in the steep rock, and flowers have been
planted by the wayside. Pictures are those fowers— careful
arrangement and exact classification are thoss stepe.

But these efforte are nof mede that children may learn to
read at an eariier age than at present,—but that they may learn
withont TEaRs.

Thera are oceasions enough, even in life's happy epring-time,
to draw forth tears without making Heading one.

Tears must be shed—by tender little creaturea liable to so
many accidents and diseases :

Tears mwuast be shed —by sinful little creatures subject to so
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many fits of waywardness, and deserving so meny reproofs and
corrections :

Tears must be shed— by eager little creatores so often refused
desired toys, snd disappointed of expected treats:

Tears must be shed —by affectionate little creatures, forced so
often to part from & darling nurse, or charming playmste, and
sometimes gven—from beloved parents.

But tears need mot be shed —by little creatures, ignorant and
playful though they be, while learning to read. Only—Ilet them
not begin too soon (mever before four, sometimes not till five) ;
only —let not the lessons be too long ; snd only—let them be
omitted altogether, when the little learners are sick, though only
from & cold ; or when they sre wearied from walking or playing ;
or when they are excited by promised plessures; or when persons
sre coming in and out, or conversing close beside them : for how
can giddy little creatores learn in acepes snd circomstances in
which their parents would find it difficult ?

Let no parent imagine thet by beginning lafe 10 lesrn to read,
or by oceasionally omitting & lesson,—the future eminence of the
child is hazarded. Werse a parent to conceive the vain wish that
his child should be Benior Wrangler, he could pursue no better
method then by letting his child have s long rest before he set
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ont on the arduons race. All the aequisitions made before seven
years old would tend no more towards his foture exaltation thaun a
mole-hill towards the elevation of Mount Blanc; but strength of
body, love of kmowledge, habits of obedience, woald avail much.

Happily, children are generally too inattentive to derive injury
from learning ; but when, through s docile, studions, or ambitions
disposition, they follow up their parent's wishes, and apply with
diligence year after year to their etudies,—too often— health,
mental power, and even life,— are sacrificed.

While parents are urged not to oppress their children by
early burdens of learning, they eannot be too much entreated not
to megiect their children. Tt is their doty,—especially the mo-
. ther's,—~to be frequently conversing with them,

Children delight in rational conversation (often more than
their eldors), and those who are much conversed with by good
and wise parents may be easily distinguished from others by their
conntenances and behaviour. Of course such conversation must
be reserved for suitable occasions end not carried on to the dis-
tarbance of friends, or the interruption of business (for selfishness
would be encouraged by allowing children to disregnrd the claims
of others); but the good parent will be careful to find oppor-
tomities for intercourse with the little ones.
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Beripture teaches us that it is & parental duty to snawer the
inguiries of a child. How often is the question foretold and the
answer dictated | Here is one instance. “ And it shall be when
thy son esketh thee in time to come, saying, What is this? that
thou ehalt say unto him, By strength of hand the Tord brought
ns cut from Egypt." (Exod. xii. 1£)

Converse, then, much with your children, wisa and good
parents. Be not satisfied with gazing fondly upon their sngel
forme as they play around you, or by pressing them to your bosom
when they climb upon your knees; but talk with them aa yon rise
up and &8 you lie down,—as you sit in the house and ae you walk
by the way; and let the subject be—mnot elegance, nor affluence,
nor genius, nor honour ;—hut the words of God, the wonders He
has done, the precepts He has taoght, the Baviove He has pro-
vided, for this is the command given in Deut. vi, 7: “ Thou shalt
teach (these words) diligently unto thy children, and shalt talb of
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkesi by
ibe way, and when thon liest down, and when thou risest op.”

Teach your children, not only erts and sciences, bnt those
things which shall make them yours won even. Teach them to
pray —kneeling at your knees ; and let no epgagement be regarded
ns of greater moment than hearing them their prayers: gquit the



