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INTRODUCTION.

Tue Victordan perind nf the prosent comuey is characrerised by vapid
evolution.  ‘The Ked Tndian s rapidly falling Taclk hetore the white man
and the march of intellect.  The heoswn filwe and mac saila of the cralt in
savage countries are heing aopplanted by our well-beloved white canvas,
and already is nur faithfnl cld servant the picturesque canvas Uriven out by
the more powerful yer comteallable motor * steam™  Even the snow-while
sails of cur heawtiful ' Bricaonias,” ¢ Ailsas,” and ¢ Valkyries™ hoave Lo
frive way to pole-master stcam vachts, in soite of the misery of the drendful
cualing.

Huw much we vwe locanvas § ITow well it served our ewrly discoverers in
their Bitde ships, thuose pioneers of Eopland’s fuluee giocy oo the Tigh sens,
Colwnpbus, Magellun, Dirake, Frobicher, Coak, Ansun !

The caovas periol wis o geand period in Eogland's histary, recalling
glorious deeds of conrage, daring, sl pagrictssm, when o Davy oy
opening up the greal highway fuvr the developent of commene,  What
associations were recalled when the British fest sailed Tur the Rassinn
warers ! What a geand sight were he 5o0oumn fagales ar 120-p0n lingof-
batele ships wnier a crowel of canvas, evedy siteh sel aml draeing, with
wide-sprezding seodding sails on fth sides; nr the noble feak-boilt Easc
Indiaman in full sail, or & China tea elipper eracking «m in the Trades
These are now bygones, and ceplaced by wondons. ot madern science, such
s aur Atlantie greyhounds che * Campanio " or the steamers of T Orient™
line; to say nothing of those fealures of this age, owr g
renclads or torpedo destrvyers, of which the British Navy as now conposed,
and of which every Englishman must T prond.

The opening of the Suer Canal wiled the kaell of parting canvas and
opened the lack-loor of Eustern 1 i Lo regeive the rich products of
India and China direet, insteal of comicg by Jong sm vopge y
ships of vur meechant princes eouad the Cape of Good Elope, ar jn e
celebrated China e clippess, which were renl racers. Ao instance af
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and accelerated communication is shown by the Mot that a letter posted at
Peshawir, North India, Jaoary 26th, aroved in due cowrse al London on
Febroary 1oth—steim per meare f ferr,

Agmin, rounding Cape Horn, (he most southern point of South America,
against * the brave westeriies,” was 1 irying tme Tor siling ships, seme-
timves for weeks in snow- and hail-storms and gales of wind.  Steamers now
aveid this by running through the Sceaits of Magellan 1o the west coast of
South America, Chili, and Per, only to find that the steam-horse on land
has cat them ot H}'a short overland route from Buenos Ayres on the et
coast,

Loog voyages in the * Wanderer,” RY.S., and *f Sunbeam,” R.Y.8.,
under the white ensign, afforded me great opportunitics of secing fibre and
met-sailed craft in the Far East, the Malay Archipelago, and South Seas,
and of delighting in the balloon canvas in the Trades, whilst the angiliary
steum was 8 juxury when wanted in flat calms in mid-ocean or entering
nerrow harbouns,  Some of the sabjects have been considered Interesting
ennugh to be browght togrether o form the present volome, accompanied by
short deseriptions, making *°Pen und Pencil Skeiches of Shipping and
Crait all reund the World,” commencing with the Roval yacht © Vidoria
and Alherr,” and ending with Malay proas al e Murny Islands in the
Antipodes.

R. T. PRITCHETT.
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