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Now n course of publication, in crown Bve.

ANNOTATED POEMS
ENGLISH AUTHORS.

EMTED BY THE

Rev. EDWARD THOMAS STEYENS, M.A. Oxfard,
Joint-Editar of * The Grade Lesson-Booke,' * The Useful Knowledge
Series," & and the

Rav. DAVID MORRIS, B.4. Lendon,
Auther of *The Class-Book History of England.’

HIS Series of books is intended to meet the re-
quirements of Elementary and Second Grade
Schools, and of youthful Students generally.

An acquaintance with some of the Works of our
Standard English Poets is now considered & necessary
part of the education of the pupil of Second Grade
and Elementary Schools ; but hitherto a difficulty has
stood in the way of their general introduction: poems
sufficiently annotated and explained to make their
meaning clear to boys and girls, and at the same time
cheap enough for ordinary school use, having not yet
been published.




Avnatated Pocrns of Eaglish Awihors,

The Series now in counrse of publication has been
designed to supply this want by combining cheapness
with all that is necessary to make each work interest-
ing and intelligible,

Each Poem will be prefaced by a short Sketch of
the Author's Life, and will be accompanied by all
other necessary information regarding its design and
style. Copicus notes, grammatical hints, &c. will be
given at the foot of each page, thus eaving the time
aud trouble of looking elsewhere for information, as
in books in which the notes are plzced at the end of
the volume. The type used will be distinet and
attractive, and each Poem will be embellished with a
suitable Illustration,

Only Authors of the highest standing in English
literature will be selected, and none but the choicest

pieces of their compositions, as far as they are suitable
for Elementary and Second Grade Schools, will be
admitted into the Series. In order to make the
Series as widely available as possible, each Poem
will be published in paper and cloth bindings, at the
lowest possible prices.
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Annotated Poems of Englith Authors.

THE SERIES WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING PoEms.

GCOLOSMITH'S Derertal Fillagr,
Grav's ZHigy writtn in a ko z Pw ::
S 3 now ready, price g4,
oy / each sewed, or 64,
MuuTon's L' Afera, each elath,
MrivroN's T Penzerose.

To BE FOLLOWED RBY-—

BLooMFIELD'S Sapwter's Bov.

GOLDESMITH™S Tromlier

Burys'  Cwtter's  Satwrdzy | 1 oucperrow's Evangeline
MNighe, and other Poems, oL
COTTS the Lake.
CAMPBELL'S  Cerdrwde  of sy o the
Hyeming. SooTT's Lay of rhe Last
COLERIDGE'S Rimr af the Minsiret,
Ancient Mariner, SHAKESPRARE'S Fulinr

CowpER om Ais  Mothe's
Piciure,
CowrPer's Thsh

Carar.

WoRDSWORTH'S
(Selection).

Excursien

*.* Tha Price of pach Book will probably rangs betwesn 44,
sawed or §d. ofath, and 10d, sewed' or fa. ofoth,
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JOHN MILTON,

Jors MILTON, 2 poet of the first rank, was born in Lendon
in vGod, and died in 1674 His ancestors derived their
name from the estate of Milton, near Thame, in Oxford-
shire, of which they were the proprietors.’ He was edu-
cated at St. Paul's School, London, and Christs College,
Cambridge, and was ultimately appointed Latin Secretary
to Oliver Cromwell and the Parliament. The last twenty
years of his life were spent in tetal blindness ; and yet
during this period he composed his mest important
poem, * Paradise Lost' He wrote also many other
works, both in poetry and prose, the chiel of which are
* Paradise Regained,’ * Comus® (2 mask, or play, per-
formed at Ludlow Castle, in 1634, before the Earl of
Bridgewater), ¢ L'Allegra,’ * 11 Penseroso,” and ¢ Samson
Aponistes ! © with various Sonnets, Odes, and Hymns.

1 There are two villages in this neighboorbood, Great and
Litele Millon, and at least twebve others, in various parts of Eng-
land, bearing the same oame.
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CRITICISM

or

‘L'ALLEGROY AND ‘IL PENSEROSG!

DR, JoHNSON says, ¢ Of the two pieces ° L'Allegro ™ and
411 Ponseroso,” L believe, opinion is unilorn | every man
that reads them, reads them with pleasure. The author's
design is not, what Theobald has remarked, merely to
shaow how objects derive their colours from the mind, by
representing the operation of the same things upon the
gay and the melancholy temper, or upon the same man
as he is differently disposed ; but rather how, ameng the
successive variety of appearances, every disposition of
mind takes hold an these by which it may be gratifed,

¢ The cheerfie! man hears the lark in the morning ; the
perrive man hears the nightingale in the evening. The
cheerful than sees the cock strut, and hears the horn and
hounds echo in the wood ; then walks, #ed nmseew, to
observe the glory of the rising sun, or listens to the sing-
ing millkmaid, and views the labours of the ploughman
and the mower; then casts his eyes about him owver
scenes of smiling plenty, and looks up to the distamt
tower, the residence of some fair inhabitant : thus he pur-
sues real gaiety through a day of labour or of play, and
delights himself at night with the fanciful narratives of
superstitious ignorance. :

! The pessfee mian, at one time, walks ssersen to muse



